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PRESERVING THE PAST; ENRICHING THE FUTURE 


President’s Message 

I would like to first thank those who have 
served as Officers, those who are remaining as 
officers, and those who are new officers. Thank 
you for your service to SCGS. 

We will be meeting in the newly remodeled 
Library in January for our regular meeting and 
Genealogy Plus meeting. 

I have only been involved with SCGS for a 
short time but have learned so much from all of 
you and if I have a question, everyone is always 
willing to share what they have learned. In this 
world of technology (of which I am very slow to 
learn) there is so much information being added 
daily. There are new websites, written material, 
tools to check out. 

I have always been interested in History 
and found out that putting my History interest 
together with Genealogy, I have figured out how I 
was related to all those people. It is fascinating, 
and my only regret is that I didn’t get started 
sooner so I could have asked more questions of 
my parents, grandparents and aunts and un¬ 
cles. I have found that asking these questions of 
my brothers and some cousins, I have discov¬ 
ered things that they are willing to share with 
me. It all helps to put the puzzle pieces together. 

I hope to get better acquainted with each 
of you because I know you all have something to 



NEXT PROGRAM 
Share and learn 6:30 PM, Jan 12 
Continuation of “Genealogy Focus Group” 

Discussion on the future of genealogical so 
cieties in the internet age 

UPCOMING PROGRAM 


February 9 Military Records 
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Meet Our Regional Representatives 

Jack and Fran 
Mauldin re¬ 
cently moved 
to Ames. As 
new region 8 
representa¬ 
tives for IGS, 
we look for¬ 
ward to meet¬ 
ing the Story 
Co. Genealogy Society members and partici¬ 
pating in its activities. Jack has done extensive 
research on his family. While converting his 
material to Roots Magic, he found a help group 
with IGS. Here we learned of the many re¬ 
sources offered by the Iowa Society and have 
enjoyed several of their classes. The Mauldin 
family is extensive and research covers several 
states. Fran, however, has very few US family 
members so needs lots of help with Scotland 
and British sources. It is fun to learn all the 
ways members are following their family trees 
and preserving information. We plan to visit our 
region sites often and share their ideas. 



Advanced Genealogy Class Being 
Considered 

Feedback from the fall OLLI Genealogy class 
was uniformly positive, Several persons have 
indicated an interest in an advanced genealogy 
class. 

Do members of our society want to consider 
offering a class in the fall of 2015? It would 
take a minimum of six to eight volunteers to 
help and present some sessions. (Not all vol¬ 
unteers would need to give a presentation.) 


Please let Mary Lohr know if you are interested 
in being part of an advanced class or have 
questions. 



Minutes from November Meeting 

The Story County Genealogical Society met for the 
November Meeting at the Northcrest Retirement 
Community on November 10, 2014. The Pre- 
Meeting Group at 6:30 discussed the future of Share 
and Learn-- Whether or not to continue it or in what 
forum. 

The regular meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM 
by President Marilyn Peterson. There were 16 mem¬ 
bers and 3 guests. Among the guests were the Re¬ 
gion 8 representatives of IGS, Fran and Jack Maul¬ 
din. Several of the regular officers were absent due 
to illness and/or vacation. This meeting is a social 
time and a time to show some of the things we have 
done or learned over the years. Several members 
had items on display, such as family quilts made by 
Marilyn Peterson, charts and booklets, etc. by sev¬ 
eral members, various "toys" to make research sim¬ 
pler, such as tablets, PDAs, portable scanner, Kin¬ 
dle, etc. 

Discussion of the evening included DNA research 
and other questions concerning DNA. 

In the absence of the treasurer, Merlene gave the 
treasurer's report, which was accepted as read. As 
of November 1, there is $3514.57 on hand. 

Marti Steelman, outgoing vice president, announced 
that we will move back to the Ames Public Library in 
January, 2015. We will meet in the auditorium on 1st 
floor. The share and learn portion of our meetings, 
along with setting up the room will begin at 6:30 and 
the regular meeting at 7 PM. The January meeting 
will be a workshop on "The future of Genealogical 
Societies"; February-finding Military records; March- 
-someone from the Auditor's office will speak to us 
about land records, etc.; April will be Dr. Byers 
speaking on Paleography (handwriting), and May is 
TBA. 


Mary Lohr mentioned some possibilities for book se¬ 
lections to be purchased for next year. They in¬ 
cluded Native American resources, DNA, and she 
asked for suggestions from the membership. 


A clipboard for volunteers to go to IGS on December 
6 was passed. One person volunteered. 




Cont’d on page 3 
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Cont’d minutes from pg 2 

Mary Lohr reported on the New Members Only 
section on the Website www.storygenes.com on 
which a member can list up to 6 names they are 
researching. (See additional information New 
Benefit for Members Only on page 4 of this news¬ 
letter.) It was suggested that including spousal 
names would help identify the person being re¬ 
searched. Mary also discussed the Genealogy 
Plus sessions that will begin in January at the 
Ames Public Library and co-hosted by the Library. 
She asked if our society would be willing to set 
aside up to $100 for the first six months to reim¬ 
burse out of town speakers for travel expense. Dis¬ 
cussion followed with motion by Mary Lohr, 2nd by 
Katie Pattee that the SCGS allocate $100 for this 
purpose. Motion carried. 

Election of officers was held. Marilyn Peterson 
read the names presented for nominations for 2015 
officers. 

President: Nancy Long 

Vice President: remains vacant - volunteers are 
welcome! 

Secretary: Elaine Larson 
Treasurer: MaryAusborn 
Publicity: Luanne Endreland 
Historian: Martha Deyoe 
Librarian: Mary Lohr 
Newsletter Editor: Buckley Peterson 

Merlene moved that nomination cease and a unani¬ 
mous ballot be cast; 2nd by Bonnie Samuel. Mo¬ 
tion carried. 

Submitted by Merlene Whisenand, Secretary pro- 
tern. 


Share and Learn 

At a previous “Share and Learn” session, par¬ 
ticipants each were asked for their best gene¬ 
alogy research tip. This is a summary of those 
ideas: 

• Don’t be afraid of technology. Used prop¬ 
erly, it can be your best tool in genealogy 
research. 


• Timelines are a great help for understanding 
what was happening in history at a particular 
time. 

• Involve the rest of your family. 

• Frugal genealogy ideas: blogs, online learn¬ 
ing, free databases. Sign up for newsletters. 

• Map it! 

• Use records when they are available. They 
may be inaccessible later. 

• Use your public library. 

• Learn...educate yourself. 

• Family heirlooms can be found at auctions 
(and on Ebay). 

• In addition to Google, use alternative search 
engines such as DuckDuckgo.com 

• Make use of historical societies, libraries and 
archives. 

• Be open to possibilities when visiting on site: 
coincidences may lead to great discoveries. 

• Ask questions wherever you go 


IGS/LDS Affiliated library 

IGS is now an LDS Affiliated Library. This means 
that you can order microfilm at familvsearch.org 
and have it sent to IGS. Then you can come to 
IGS, view your microfilm, do some research, and 
share your finds with others at IGS! We are open 
six days a week and have lots of microfilm read¬ 
ers. 

********** 

IGS has received a donation to add Ancestry Li¬ 
brary Edition for patron use. It is now available on 
the patron computers. 

Ancestry Library Edition, the largest online family 
history resource available, provides unprece¬ 
dented access to family history via documents that 
record the lineage of individuals from the United 
States, Canada, the United Kingdom, Europe, 
Australia, and more. It brings the world’s most 
popular consumer online family history resource to 
the IGS Library. 
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50th Anniversary of IGS 

The theme of the 50th Anniversary of IGS is 
“Sharing Family History for 50 Years.” We will 
have events throughout the year, including several 
contests regarding sharing your family stories. The 
first contest is “Love Stories in Your Family Tree” 
and the deadline is January 15, 2015. See contest 
rules at: http://iowagenealogy.org/?p=7271#more- 
7271. 


Categories 

February—“Love Stories from Your Family Tree” 
Deadline January 15 

May—“Mother’s Story” Deadline April 15 
June—“Father’s Story” Deadline May 15 
August—“Teachers in your Tree” Deadline July 15 
November—“Soldier Stories” Deadline October 15 
December—“Christmas Stories” Deadline Novem¬ 
ber 15 


From the Past President 

Thank you for your encouragement and assis¬ 
tance during my two years in office, I am grate¬ 
ful for your many volunteer hours and the dedi¬ 
cation and energy you gave to keep SCGS 
moving forward. Special thanks to Marti Steel¬ 
man and Lucille Wahrenbrock, our retiring offi¬ 
cers, and those who taught classes, led work¬ 
shops, represented SCGS at special events, and 
kept the records to keep our Society functioning. 
It has been a pleasure to work with you, and I 
look forward to even greater times as we return 
to the library and launch new efforts and ideas. 
Why not invite someone to come with you and 
share in the exciting world of genealogy. 


IGS SPRING CONFERENCE 

Saturday, April 18, 2015 

Speaker—Paula Stuart Warren 

Web site—www.http:// 
genealogybypaula.com/ 


Historian to Speak at IGS 
Blake Bell, historian at the National 
Homestead Monument in Nebraska, will 
speak on homestead records on April 11, 
2015, at 1 p.m. Mark your calendars. 


The War of 1812 Pensions contain a small 
gold mine of genealogical information. Be¬ 
cause the applicants had to prove eligibility, 
pension files are chock full of goodies: pages 
from family Bibles; original marriage records; 
original citizenship papers; discharge certifi¬ 
cates and so much more. They are among the 
most frequently used records held by the Na¬ 
tional archives—and that makes them among 
the most fragile, the most in need of preserva¬ 
tion and digitization to make them more acces¬ 
sible for us all. Check out: 
http://www.preservethepensions.org/ to see 
what is being done to preserve these valuable 
documents. 



New Benefit for Members Only 

SCGS is now offering a new benefit to members only. If you wish to include up to six surnames that you are research¬ 
ing, you may submit them via email to The names will be posted on our website, but the 

name of the SCGS member will only be by first name and last initial. Persons who visit the website and wish to contact 
the researcher can email their contact information to P.O. 692, Ames, Iowa 50010. 

The member will then be given the information and can respond if they choose. No personal email, address, or full 
name will be revealed on the website. If the surname you are researching is common, you can add qualifying informa¬ 
tion such as a location or range of years. Take a look at the webpage for full details and take advantage of the service 
open only to current members of Story County Genealogical Society. You may be contacted by a new cousin. 
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STORY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

Send Membership dues to PO Box 692, Ames, IA 50010 
Or pay the Treasurer at a SCGS meeting 
Make checks payable to Story County Genealogical Society 

Membership_$10 per person OR_$15 per family each year 

Dues paid after April 1 will be for balance of the calendar year 

MEMBER OF IOWA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY_YES 


ADDRESS_ 

CITY_STATE 



Logo design by 
Karen Pattee 

NAME 


Genealogy Plus Group 

...taking you to the next level in your family 
research! 

Meeting 3rd Wednesday each month at the 
Ames Public Library 

Schedule for January-May 2015 

January 21: Orientation to the Ames Public Li¬ 
brary genealogy materials—Mary Logsdon 

February 18: Using Newspapers to Find Your 
Ancestors—Mary Lohr 


May 20: Pre 1850 Records 

Genealogy Plus is being sponsored by the Story 
County Genealogy Society and the Ames Li¬ 
brary. Each class is free and open to the public. 
Classes are 10: 00 AM to noon. 

Bring your computer if you like to each session. 
We will have time at each class for you to ex¬ 
plore the skills learned in the session with help¬ 
ers to assist you too. 

Coordinators: 

Mary Lohr 
Bonnie Samuel 


March 18: Organizing Genealogy Material: Bon- Contact us at storygenes@gmail. com 
nie Samuel, Nancy Long, Trish Sawyer, Merlene 
Whisenand 


April 15: Using Evernote: Dennis Allen from IGS 




w 



State Association for the Preservation of Iowa Cemeteries (SAPIC )— "Dedicated to the Protec¬ 
tion, Preservation, and Maintenance of Pioneer Burial Sites in the Great State of Iowa Membership is open 
to anyone interested in the restoration and maintenance of pioneer cemeteries in Iowa. Membership entitles 
each member to a subscription to the quarterly newsletter and rights to hold office and to vote at meetings,.” 
Telephone: 319-293-3899; E-Mail patshaw@netins.net; web site http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~iasapc/ 
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MEET OUR PRESIDENT FOR 2015 

Nancy Long became interested in genealogy when 
she was engaged in developing displays for the Gilbert 
Historical Society. That activity inspired her to learn more 
about the history of the local area, and she participated in 
surveying all of the surrounding schools. That, coupled 
with her life-long interest in history, prompted her to look 
to genealogy for further examination of her heritage. Her 
husband’s family has traced it’s heritage to the 1600s. 

The family history goes way back to Switzerland 
and Norway. Her grandfather on her mother’s side came from Norway in 1910. Her grandfa¬ 
ther on her dad’s side came from Switzerland. Nancy humorously tells that he did not want 
to spend his life milking cows and making cheese in Switzerland. Thus, he immigrated to 
Ohio, and there he became involved in “milking cows and making cheese.” Consequently, 
he sought to change his situation once and for all, and he came to Iowa. Would you believe 
this? In Iowa he milked cows. 

Nancy and husband Tom have been married for 38 years, have three grown children in 
Ames and Gilbert, five grand children, and four great grandchildren. Now, does life get any 
better than that—the kids and grandkids not far from Mom and Dad? 

Nancy spent some time in college, but she opted out of academia to raise her family. 
Work outside her home included employment in the Iowa State University Admissions Of¬ 
fice, a clerical position with Crouse Cartage Company, and a similar position at Pekin Insur¬ 
ance Company. 

Nancy brings to Story County Genealogical Society an enthusiasm for making the 
club prosper. As she said, “I’m happy with the group; I am learning from them, and every¬ 
one seems to want to help me learn.” 

Hats off to our new president, Nancy Long. 


BAD WEATHER POLICY 

If Ames schools are cancelled because of weather on the day of the 
monthly SCGS meeting, the meeting will be cancelled and the announcement 
posted on SCGS Facebook page and website. 
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PRESERVING THE PAST; ENRICHING THE FUTURE 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

I am a big fan of Emily Anne Croom and her 
Unpuzzling Your Past philosophy. Genealogy is a big 
puzzle and you put a puzzle together one piece at a 
time, sometimes several go together quicker than oth¬ 
ers. We have so many resources in Story County to 
help us find our puzzle pieces, I am constantly learn¬ 
ing of new options and our own Ames Public Library 
has many that I wasn’t aware of. Thank you Marti S. 
for all your thoughts on how we can grow as a group 
and Merlene for reminding me (whether she realized it 
or not) that I can reach my goal one piece at a time. 

I know there are those who are willing and very 
capable to help us grow and these people only need 
be asked to help. You all have good ideas and I am 
willing and ready to listen to each and every one of 
you to see what we should change or adapt to our 
group. You are all a piece of Story County Genealogy 
Society puzzle. 

There was very good attendance at Genealogy 
Plus workshop, so we know there are many people in 
the community interested in genealogy. I think we are 
on the right road to be more visible in Story County 
and therefore recruit new members. 

Remember to support Iowa Genealogy Society 
in celebrating their 50 th Year. They are very willing to 
help us whenever we ask. Jennifer Ewing shared 
things they are planning for the future. 

On the fun side are the Genealogy shows on 
TV. Such as Genealogy Roadshow and Who Do You 
Think You Are? Nancy Long, President 


NEXT MEETING 

Ames Public Library 

Share and Learn 6:30 PM Feb 9 
Tour of Library Facilities by Mary Logsdon 

Speaker 7:00 PM: Mike Vogt, National 
Guard Gold Star Museum, Camp Dodge, 
Johnston, Iowa 

“Researching Military Records” 


INSIDE 

Minutes from last meeting 
Officers 
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SCGS Officers for 2015 

Buckley Peterson, Newsletter Editor; Mary Lohr, Librarian; Mary Ausborn, Treasurer; Luanne Endreland, 
Publicity; Nancy Long, President; Elaine Larson, Secretary; (Not Pictured) Martha Deyoe, Historian 


Minutes of January 12. 2015, meeting 

President Nancy Long called the meeting to 
order at 7 pm in the Farwell T. Brown Auditorium at 
the Ames Public Library. Members and guests were 
invited to introduce themselves. There were three 
guests and twenty members present. Our guests 
were Marilyn Paplow, Wayne Messer, and Jennifer 
Ewing, the Executive Director of the Iowa Genealogi¬ 
cal Society. 

The evening’s program entitled, “Discussion 
on the Future of Genealogical Societies in the Inter¬ 
net Age” was moderated by Marti Steelman. The dis¬ 
cussion focused on technological changes, touched 
on a few common misconceptions about genealogy 
research, and ended with ideas to facilitate positive 
changes. 

Reports: Marti Steelman announced up¬ 
coming programs. February’s program is about re¬ 
searching military records, the March program will be 
on researching land records, and April’s will be on 
Paleography. 

The November minutes were approved as 

written. 

Mary Ausborn gave the treasurer’s report, 
which was approved. She informed us that in order 
to avoid monthly charges for receiving bank state¬ 
ments through the U.S. mail, statements will need to 
be received electronically. A motion to have bank 


statements sent by email was made, seconded, and 
passed. 

Volunteers for the annual audit committee 
were requested and Merlene Whisenand, Luanne 
Endreland, and Elaine Larson agreed to be on the 
committee. 

The library report was given by Mary Lohr 
who is creating a list of books to purchase. If anyone 
has any book suggestions, please contact Mary. 

Correspondence: An invitation was sent 
by the Sun Dial Chapter of DAR for a 10:30 am cof¬ 
fee gathering at Green Hills on February 14th. 

Old Business: It was announced that a 
vice president is still needed for this year. Volunteers 
to help at the Iowa Genealogical Society on February 
7th are Nancy Long and Elaine Larson. Help in up¬ 
dating the SCGS brochure was requested, and Buck- 
ley Peterson, Martha Rasmussen, and Merlene 
Whisenand volunteered. 

New Business: Mary Lohr stated that 
there is interest in an advanced OLLI genealogy 
class. If it is decided to pursue this new teaching op¬ 
portunity, at least five volunteers will be needed to 
develop the class. Nancy Long suggested the idea of 
developing a handbook of members’ information, in¬ 
cluding names, contact information, pictures, etc. 

(continued on page 5) 
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Member Profile: Martha Deyoe 
by Mary Lohr 

Born in Kansas, a long-time Iowa resident, and with lots of East Coast ancestral lines, SCGS mem¬ 
ber Martha Deyoe remarks, "I've always been interested in genealogy." Thirty years ago she took a geneal¬ 
ogy course in Nevada, Iowa, and followed that with two additional classes taught by Donelle Meyer. In 1986 
Martha joined SCGS and within a month she had taken on the task of co-ordinating the cemetery transcrip¬ 
tion project of Story County. 

That interest has taken her on many research trips, including "about 
five" trips to the Family History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah. She is also a 
volunteer at the Iowa Genealogical Society in Des Moines. And on the local 
level, she can be found volunteering at the Family History Center one morn¬ 
ing a week in Ames. 

Most of Martha's family background is French Huguenot and, with 
two exceptions, all of her ancestral lines had already settled in North Ameri¬ 
ca before the American Revolution. Some of them settled in 1675 in New 
Paltz, New York. (Martha says some of the original stone houses are still 
standing.) One of the ancestors she researched was arrested in 1718 in 
England for stealing two pigeons and some bed sheets. He was transported to America where he worked 
as an indentured servant for seven years. The stories we unveil in studying the lives and times of the ances¬ 
tors! 



Martha has used many resources for her research, but two have been particularly useful: family 
newsletters and the Great Migration Study Project . After the United States' centennial in 1876, many fami¬ 
lies became interested in compiling family genealogies. There was a proliferation of these in the last quar¬ 
ter of the 19th century. Today some of these newsletters are available via HeritaqeQuest . Also, family as¬ 
sociations may publish a newsletter. These have provided Martha with new connections to explore. 

The Great Migration Study Projec t, a work in progress, is directed by Robert Charles Anderson. This 
is a project to catalog and provide a brief bibliography of all emigrants to colonial New England between 
1620 and 1643. The first volume in this series, The Great Migration Begins, covers the years 1620- 
1633. Additional volumes will be forthcoming. 

Despite encountering the frustration of sometimes getting reluctant persons to share family infor¬ 
mation, Martha has compiled an impressive amount of well-documented research on both her family and 
that of her husband. The latter she published in Ancestors and Descendants of James P. Deyoe . 

In her years of research Martha has been able to trace five lines back to the Mayflower Pilgrims. She 
is a member of DAR, National Huguenot Society, National Genealogical Society, Iowa Genealogical Society, 
and, of course, the Story County Genealogical Society. 

Martha's experiences in researching her family roots have given her many stories to share. With her 
spirit of helping other persons, her offering sound advice, and her friendliness to members and guests, Mar¬ 
tha embodies that sense of service which gives genealogy a good name. 

Reprinted from SCGS News, March 2009 
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Genealogy Plus Group 

...taking you to the next level in your family 
research! 

Meeting 3rd Wednesday each month at the 

Ames Public Library 

Schedule for February-May 2015 

February 18: Using Newspapers to Find Your 
Ancestors—Mary Lohr/Bonnie Samuel 

March 18: Organizing Genealogy Material: Bon¬ 
nie Samuel, Nancy Long, Trish Sawyer, Merlene 
Whisenand 

April 15: Using Evernote: Dennis Allen from IGS 


May 20: Pre 1850 Records 

Genealogy Plus is being sponsored by the Story 
County Genealogy Society and the Ames Li¬ 
brary. 

Each class is free and open to the public. 
Classes are 10:00 AM to noon. 

Bring your computer if you like to each session. 

We will have time at each class for you to ex¬ 
plore the skills learned in the session with help¬ 
ers to assist you too. 

Coordinators: Mary Lohr/Bonnie Samuel 
Contact us at storygenes@gmail.com 


Advanced Genealogy Class Being 

Considered 

Feedback from the fall OLLI Genealogy class 
was uniformly positive. Several persons have 
indicated an interest in an advanced genealogy 
class. 

Do members of our society want to consider 
offering a class in the fall of 2015? It would 
take a minimum of six to eight volunteers to 

help and present some sessions. (Not all volun¬ 
teers would need to give a presentation.) 

Please let Mary Lohr know if you are interested 
in being part of an advanced class or have 
questions. 


Iowa Genealogical Society Training Opportunities 
Sunday, February 8, 2015, 1:30 PM—Ancestry Special Interest Group 
Saturday, February 7, 2015, 1:30-3:30 PM—Beginning Genealogy 

Wednesday, February 18, 12:00-1:00 PM—Virginia Vital Records, $5.00 (members), $10.00 (non¬ 
members) 

Saturday, February 21, 10:30 AM-12:30 PM—Family Search.org, $5.00 (members), $10.00 non¬ 
members) 

Saturday, February 21, 1:30 PM-3:30 PM—Using Evernote, Part 1, $5.00 (members), $10.00 
(non-members) 

Saturday, March 7, 10:30 AM-12:30 PM, Evernote, Part 2, $5.00 (members), $!0.00 
(nonmembers) 


Family History Conference 

National Genealogical Society, May 13- 
15, St Charles Missouri Conference 
Center 

Go to: http://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/wp 
-content/uploads/2014/11/2015-Registration- 
Brochure-Online-Copy.pdf for complete pro¬ 
gram 
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STORY COUNTY GENEALOGY SOCIETY 

Send Membership dues to PO Box 692, Ames, IA 50010 
Or pay the Treasurer at a SCGS meeting 
Make checks payable to Story County Genealogical Society 

Membership_$10 per person OR_$15 per family each year 

Dues paid after April 1 will be for balance of the Calendar year 
MEMBER OF IOWA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY_YES_NO 


ADDRESS_ 

CITY_STATE_ZIP CODE 

EMAIL_PHONE_ 



Logo design by Karen Pattee David 

NAME 


(continued from page 2) 

Announcements: Mary Lohr announced 
that the Genealogy Plus group will meet on Wednes¬ 
day, January 21st from 10 am to noon at the Ames 
Public Library. In addition to our inclement weather 
policy of canceling our meeting if the Ames Schools 


have closed that day, Nancy reminded all that our 
website and Facebook pages will have current can¬ 
cellation information. It is especially important to 
check these if the weather turns bad late in the day. 

A motion was made, seconded, and passed 
to adjourn the meeting. Elaine Larson, Secretary 


You are invited to a Patriotic Coffee 

Sun Dial Chapter, National Society Daughters of the American Revolution 

Saturday, February 14, 2015, 10:30 AM 

Green Hills Retirement Community, 2200 Hamilton Drive, Ames 

Speaker—Steve Alt, Vietnam Veteran and retired Iowa State Pa¬ 
trolman 

RSVP to LDohe345@aol.com or 515-978-4246 


State Historical Library Hours (from IGS weekly update) 

Effective February 1,2015 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday: 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM 
Retrieval of state archives, photograph and manuscript collections will be made at: 
Thursday and Friday 9:45 AM, 11:00 AM, 1:00 PM, 2:15 PM, and 3:30 PM 



































6 


Story County Genealogical News 


February 2015 


Iowa Genealogical Society (IGS) Announcements 


50th Anniversary of IGS 

The theme of the 50th Anniversary of IGS is 
“Sharing Family History for 50 years.” We will 
have events throughout the year including sever¬ 
al contests regarding sharing your family stories. 
See contest rules at: 
http://iowaqenealoqy.orq/?p=more-7271 

Categories 

May—’’Mother’s Story” Deadline April 15 
June—’’Father’s Story” Deadline May 15 
August—Teachers in your Tree” Deadline July 
15 

November—’’Soldier Stories” Deadline October 
15 

December—’’Christmas Stories” Deadline No¬ 
vember 15 


IGS SPRING CONFERENCE 

Saturday, April 18, 2015 

Speaker--Paula Stuart Warren 
Web site—www.http://genealogybypaula.com/ 


HISTORIAN TO SPEAK AT IGS 

Blake Bell, historian at the National Homestead 
Monument in Nebraska, will speak on home¬ 
stead records on April 11,2015 at 1 PM. 

Mark Your Calendars 


Biographical Sketch 

By Jennifer Ewing 

I graduated from Iowa State (go Clones) with a BBA (which they 
don’t even offer anymore) with a marketing major. My background for 
the last 8 years has been in email marketing and volunteer manage¬ 
ment. I have been self-employed as a daycare provider when my kids 
were small and part-time now as a long arm quilter. 

I have always had a passion for history and the family stories that 
my dad shared when I was growing up. His stories were embellished 
and I find that some of the stories are even more interesting than what 
he shared. I am in awe of the hardships that my ancestors went through 
to build a life for their families. My journey started as I built upon what a 
cousin had done 25 years earlier and once I found one thing, I was 
hooked. 

My business philosophy is “If you are doing things correctly and meeting the needs of your 
patrons, the rest will fall into place.” The staff and volunteers are working very hard to make the li¬ 
brary cleaner, brighter and more user-friendly. We have added Ancestry.com to our offerings and 
are now an LDS Affiliated Library. Hopefully, because we are open more hours than the Family His¬ 
tory Center, more people will choose to view their FamilySearch microfilm at our facility and people 
only have to make one stop. Accomplishing these items and more, hopefully will grow our member¬ 
ship base. 

My husband, Larry, and I have been married for 31 years and have a son, Jason, who lives in 
Urbandale, a rescued mostly Black Lab, Billie, who lives at home, and a daughter, Elizabeth, who 
attends law school in New Hampshire. She and Patrick have provided us with a grand-cat, Anna- 
belle. I enjoy genealogy, gardening, ISU Basketball, biking, knitting and quilting. 

Jennifer Ewing, IGS Executive Director, visited SCGS at the January meeting. 
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PRESERVING THE PAST; ENRICHING THE FUTURE 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


What an amazing group of people the Genealogy Community is and especially SCGS 
members. Members volunteer to do the auditing, get it done quickly, and find everything in per¬ 
fect order. We have a Secretary who had a death in the family and another member stepped up 
and offered to take minutes at our meeting. The brochure needs updating and members get it 
done, printed at a very reasonable price, and it is ready for distribution. Members volunteer in¬ 
formation to contact speakers for next year, and some volunteers agreed to give a presentation. 
Members gladly and freely give of their time and share their knowledge with anyone who is in¬ 
terested in genealogy. We have a very good place to meet, and the Ames Public Library staff is 
there to help and assist. We have a newsletter editor who goes the extra mile to put out an in¬ 
teresting and informative newsletter. We have a couple of members designing a business card 
which we can hand out to prospective members, and they turned it into a contest. We have 
members willing to give presentations to other organizations. We have members who help se¬ 
cure new books for the Library so we can continue our research. We have members who give 
other members rides to meetings or go see those who are under the weather. We have mem¬ 
bers giving of their time to volunteer at the Iowa Genealogy Society Library on a Saturday. 

Now this is what I have observed in only the last month and a half, and I am sure I have 
forgotten something or don’t even know about it. Please note that I didn’t give any names as I 
did not want to forget someone. Give yourselves a pat on the back and “thank you,” everyone. 
We are off to a wonderful year What a great group! 



NEXT PROGRAM (March 9, 2015) 
“Researching Land Records”—7:00 PM, 
Speaker from Story County Auditor’s Office 


INSIDE 


Minutes from last meeting 
Genealogy Plus 
Michael Vogt Presentation 
Miscellaneous Notices 
Genealogy or Family History 
Featured SCGS Member 
IGS Activities 


pg2 

pg3 

pg4 

pg4 

pg 5 
pg 5 

pg6 


Pre-meeting session, 6:30 PM, “Unveiling of the 
Newest Genealogy Books in the Library” 


UPCOMING PROGRAM (April 14, 2015) 
“Paleography”—Speaker: Dr. Jana Byers, 
Assistant Professor of History at ISU 


SHARE AND LEARN 

•>. c-oo ni\/i “i i^i 
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SCGS Minutes Feb. 9, 2015 

The meeting was called to order at 7 PM, following the Share and Learn session in which Mary 
Logsdon gave a tour of the facilities of the Ames Public Library. 

Marti Steelman introduced the speaker for the evening, Mike Vogt, from the National Guard 
Gold Star Museum at Camp Dodge in Johnston, Iowa. He gave many tips for Researching Mili¬ 
tary Records. Some of the records the military keeps include Adjutant General reports, Rosters 
and records of Iowa Soldiers, records of the people who received bonuses following their ser¬ 
vice, Graves Registration Service and many other kinds of records such as County Histories as 
to the Military Service People of that County. It was a most enlightening presentation. 

The business meeting was called to order at 8 PM, by President Nancy Long. In the absence of 
the Secretary, Nancy asked Merlene Whisenand to take notes. Merlene moved that the 
minutes of previous meeting be accepted as published; 2nd by Bonnie Samuel. Motion carried. 

Library chairman Mary Lohr announced that the new books have arrived and are being cata¬ 
logued and will be available for viewing at the next meeting Show and Learn session. 

Merlene gave the audit committee report. All records are in good or¬ 
der. Members of the audit committee were Merlene, Elaine Larson and 
Luanne Endreland. 

There was a discussion on the new brochures which Buckley presented 
for approval. Bonnie Samuel made the motion to have them printed with 
a limit of $300 for same. 2nd by Katie Pattee; M.C. 


Nancy showed a business card for another group she belongs to and 
asked if perhaps we could do the same. Merlene and Buckley each vol¬ 
unteered to make a few to demonstrate what they could look like . 

Motion by Bonnie Samuel to adjourn. M.C. 

Minutes submitted by Sec. Pro-tem Merlene Whisenand 



Nancy Long. 

Vacant . 

Mary Ausborn . . . 
Elaine Larson. . . . 

Mary Lohr. 

Luanne Endreland 
Martha Deyoe . . . 
Buckley Peterson 


Officers 


.President 

. . .Vice President 

.Treasurer 

.Secretary 

.Librarian 

.Publicity 

.Historian 

.Newsletter Editor 


IF YOU MISSED THE FEBRUARY 

GENEALOGY PLUS SESSION. .. 


.. .of “Using Newspapers for Genealogy Research, 
here is a Link to the handout that was distributed: 


www.storygenes.com/newspaper 


n 
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Genealogy Plus Group 


...Cont’d from previous column 


...taking you to the next level in your family research! 

Meeting 3rd Wednesday each month at the Ames Pub¬ 
lic Library—Classes are 10AM to noon. 


Schedule: 


Heritage Quest is available at the library or from home 
via the Library website with a library card. It offers 6 
databases: US Federal censuses, PERSI, local and 
family history books (full text for some), Revolutionary 
War pension and bounty land warrants, Freedman’s 
Bank, US Serial set. It does not have immigration rec¬ 
ords. 


+ + + + + + + + 


March 18: Organizing Genealogy Material: Bonnie 
Samuel, Nancy Long, Trish Sawyer, Merlene 
Whisenand 

April 15: Using Evernote: Dennis Allen from IGS 
May 20: Pre 1850 Records 

Genealogy Plus is being sponsored by the Story Coun¬ 
ty Genealogy Society and the Ames Public Library. 
Each class is free and open to the public. 

Bring your computer if you like. We will have time after 
each class for you to explore the skills learned in the 
session with helpers to assist. 

Coordinators: Mary Lohr and Bonnie Samuel 
storygenes@gmail. com 

+++++++ 

Report from January 21, 2015, meeting 

Mary Logsdon (Adult Services Manager) and Mike 
Quinn (Reference Specialist) from Adult Services made 
presentations. Library phone number: 239-5646 
(press 4 for Adult Services). 

Mary Logsdon introduced the various sections of the 
library via PowerPoint. The room Literary Grounds (just 
to the right as you enter the library) has some used 
books for sale. 

Family Tree Magazine and Internet Genealogy can be 
checked out (except for the most recent editions). A 
microfilm reader is located on the second floor and is 
available on a “first come, first serve” basis. By the 
reference desk, there are public computers, scanner, 
copier, and printer. Printing costs 10 cents per page. 
Users can scan onto a flash drive or save as a pdf file 
and e-mail to an e-mail address. The Faces of Ameri¬ 
ca series is available on DVD, as is Finding Your 
Roots. Be sure to check new arrivals for the latest 
books and materials. The book section 929.1 is gene¬ 
alogy material. Reference material (marked with an R) 
is for in-library use only and cannot be checked out. 

Ancestry—library edition offers access to over 7,000 
databases. It is only available while user is at the li¬ 
brary. 

Cont’d next column... 


Report from February 18, 2015 meeting 

At the second Genealogy Plus session, Mary Lohr 
spoke on using newspapers for genealogy research. 
The topics she covered were: 1) What type of material 
can you find? 2) How can you find relevant newspa¬ 
pers? 

An item of most interest for researchers is obituaries. 
They should be considered a secondary source, and 
are not 100% accurate, but they provide varying 
amounts of background on a person and give clues for 
searching other records. They may tell whether the 
person is an immigrant, give names of survivors and 
parents, and locations where the person lived. The 
birth year is not always correct, and early papers may 
not have much on women. Since 1940, obituaries may 
list out-of-town guests and how they are related to the 
deceased. 

The name of the newspaper, city, date, and publisher, if 
possible, should be noted. Respect the copyright if 
publishing or putting it online. (All before 1922 are out 
of copyright.) If you are in a library and do not find obi¬ 
tuaries, ask. Many libraries have boxes of obituaries 
that are not displayed on shelves. 

Other information can be found in newspapers: land 
sales, social events, births, marriages, and items of 
daily interest Be sure to check historical-type listings 
such as “25 years ago” or “50 years ago” also. Even 
ads may provide useful information. 

A handout was distributed with information on where to 
find relevant newspapers. The State Historical Society 
of Iowa, local historical and genealogical libraries, and 
museums have microfilmed newspapers. Some univer¬ 
sities have listings of historical newspapers. Other pos¬ 
sible websites are: Chronicling America, Google, Wik¬ 
ipedia, Ancestry, and The Ancestor Hunt, to name a 
few. WorldCat.org is an online international library site. 

It is important to remember that you will never find eve¬ 
rything in one place. 
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Michael Vogt, Curator at Goldstar Museum 

Michael Vogt, Curator at Iowa Gold Star Military Museum, Johnston, Iowa, presented the 
program, Military Records, at the SCGS meeting, February 9, 2015. The Powerpoint presenta¬ 
tion displayed some of the records and reports available at the museum in Johnston. 

The Gold Star Museum has an onsite research library that 
includes genealogical resources on Iowa veterans from the Civil 
War through WWI and a military reference library of over 6,500 
volumes. Resources include: 

Adjutant General Reports from 1961 to the present 

Iowa National Guard records 

Bonus records for WW I, WW II, Korea, and Vietnam 

County histories of World War I and World War II 

Service cards for Iowa National Guard, World War I, and 
Iowa State Guard 

Roster and Record of Iowa Soldiers 

A list of Ex-Solders, Sailors, and Marines (living in Iowa) 

Outside the museum, Department of Veterans Affairs has burial records, and the Ameri¬ 
can Battlefield Monuments Commission has a website where burial locations can be found for 
persons who were killed in the wars. 

Also at Camp Dodge, records are available at Iowa National Guard Records and Iowa 


Department of Veteran Affairs. 

A Learning Opportunity 


Midwest Genealogy Center 

FAMILY HISTORY CONFERENCE 

Mid-Continent Library 


Independence, Missouri 

National Geographic Society, May 13-15, St Charles, 

March 7,2015 

Missouri Conference Center 

Speaker: Paul Miner 


Cost $55 

Go to: http://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/wp-content/ 

“Using Resources From British Isles to Research Your 

uploads/2014/11/2015-Registration-Brochure-Online- 

Family Tree” 

copy.pdf for complete program 

Website: midwestgenealogycenter.org 
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GENEALOGY OR FAMILY HISTORY 


While it is common for people to use the terms “genealogy” and “family history” interchangeably, they actually 
have a subtle but different meaning. Genealogy, the study of ancestry and descent, refers more to the actual search 
for ancestors, while family history is the narrative of the events in your ancestors’ lives, the telling of your family’s sto¬ 
ry. Family history is genealogy come alive. 

To experience the difference between genealogy and family history, place yourself in the world of an ancestor. 
For the best experience, select one for which you have a few dull, dry facts such as birth date, hometown, marriage, 
children and burial location. Then try to learn the circumstances of his/her life: what he did to put food on the table, 
how he spent his leisure time, his position in the town or community, the cost of living at the time, the types of food he 
ate, the clothes he wore, diseases which were prevalent for the time, the traditions he followed. 

To dig up the answers to these questions, you can turn to a variety of historical resources: timelines, social 
histories, community histories, newspaper accounts, biographies, etc. The records which gave you the names and 
dates for your ancestors are potential clues. Census records may be able to tell you about your ancestor’s neighbor¬ 
hood, occupations, educational background, and financial situation. 

Cont’d on page 6 


MARY AUSBORN: Featured SGCS Member 

When Mary was an 8th grader, she was required to interview an older 
person to satisfy a class assignment. She interviewed her Grandmother who 
came from Copenhagen, Denmark, and that started her on the road of discov¬ 
ery in genealogy. The grandparents came by way of Liverpool, England, and 
landed in Quebec. Mary has a trunk that brought all of her Grandmother’s 
possessions to the new world in the 1890s. “How anyone could travel that far 
with only what was in that trunk blows my mind,” she said. 

She has done research on both sides of her mother’s and father’s fam¬ 
ilies. Questions remain: Was the ship a friend in California found, allegedly 
the one her grandmother traveled on, the actual one? Perhaps it was not, or 
maybe the ship’s manifest is the wrong one because Grandma’s name does 
not appear on it. Did her Grandmother become a naturalized citizen of the United States? “That’s a gray 
area I’d like to research further,” she says. And Mary makes the same statement most genealogists even¬ 
tually get around to making—”lf I had only asked the people I should have asked.” 

Through exploration at the Webster City Courthouse, Mary found land records, her grandfather’s 
probate file, and other information of proof to achieve her Pioneer Certificate at IGS. 

One of Mary’s most exciting finds was from Minnesota—her Grandma and Grandpa Larson’s wed¬ 
ding picture from 1900. And, she remembers seeing a big oval picture of her Grandpa Larson’s family. 

She didn’t know what became of it. She found that her aunt who passed away did indeed have one, and 
the husband was throwing “stuff” out of the attic of the old original Larson house in preparation to burn the 
place down. The picture was rescued, and Mary acquired a copy. 

Mary began her affiliation with genealogy in Mason City, later joining the Story County Genealogical 
Society. She has served as president, vice president, and Treasurer of SCGS and praises the group for 
being active and vibrant. The Cemetery Walks are among Mary’s most cherished Society activities. In¬ 
creasing the membership would be good—need some young people to join. “If we don’t keep track and 
write down this stuff," Mary says, “We lose our history. 11 
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Cont’d from page 5 

50th Anniversary of IGS 

Wills may provide insight into your ancestor’s feelings, 
friends, and possessions. Immigration and naturalization 
records may offer a look at your ancestor’s motivation for 
moving to a new country. In your quest to learn more 
about where you came from, don’t limit yourself to the 
“genealogy” search. Flesh out the lives of your ancestors, 
tell the stories of your living family members, and bring 
your family history to life. 

The theme of the 50th Anniversary of IGS is “Sharing 
Family History for 50 years.” We will have events 
throughout the year including several contests regard¬ 
ing sharing your family stories, The first contest was 
“Love Stories in Your Family Tree.” See contest rules 
at: http://iowagenealogy.org/?p=7271 #more-7271. 
Winners for the first contest were Peggy Eichner, Bob 
McGinnis, and Connie Hume O’Kane. 

(.From the Pioneer Newsletter, January 2014; submitted by 
Merlene Whisenand) 

Contests coming up... 

HISTORIAN TO SPEAK AT IGS 

May—“Mother’s Story” Deadline April 15 

June—’’Father’s Story” Deadline May 15 

August—"Teachers in your Tree” Deadline July 15 
November—’’Soldiers Stories” Deadline Oct 15 
December—’’Christmas Stories” Deadline Nov 15 

Blake Bell, historian at the National Home¬ 
stead Monument in Nebraska, will speak on 
homestead records on April 11, 2015, at 1 PM. 
Mark your calendars. 

+++++++ 

IGS SPRING CONFERENCE 

Saturday April 18, 2015 

Speaker—Paula Stuart Warren 


More from the Ghostly Archives of IGS 

Deceased had been “fatally sick” 

Deceased died suddenly, nothing serious 

Deceased died suddenly at 103 

Paula’s Web site—www.http:// 
genealogybypaula.com/ 

To register go to: http://iowagenealogy,org/?page 
id=5265 


IGS OPEN HOUSE 


Saturday, March 21, 2015 from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
Contact Jennifer Ewing at execdir@iowagenealogy.org if you are interested in volunteering 

On the same day—Iowa State Archives will host two tours at 10:15 and 11:15 


STORY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

Send Membership dues to PO Box 692, Ames, I A 50010 
Or pay the Treasurer at a SCGS meeting 
Make checks payable to Story County Genealogical Society 

Membership _ $10 per person or _ $15 per family each Year 

Dues paid after April will be for balance of the calendar year 

Member of Iowa Genealogical Society: Yes_No_ 

NAME_ 

ADDRESS_ 

CITY_STATE_ZIPCODE_ 

EMAIL PHONE 



Logo Design by I 
Karen Pattee David 
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PRESERVING THE PAST; ENRICHING THE FUTURE 


What an amazing meeting our March 
meeting turned into. Everyone was able to 
share their latest research find. Bonnie pro¬ 
vided us with a survey, which will help find out 
each member’s interests and strengths. This 
will help greatly in planning upcoming events. 
Luanne shared her story about her mother-in- 
aw and showed us her great news clippings, 
e celebrated, with cupcakes, being the first 
harter accepted by Iowa Genealogical Society 
ood always makes things better. Mary Lohr 
as selected some really good new books to 
elp us in our research. Trish stepped up and 
ok notes for Elaine while she was gone 


It is always good to hear from experts in 
their field and get some excellent ideas on how 
to improve our research, but we need to also 
share with others what we find, and our March 
meeting did that. 

Thank you, everyone, for sharing. 

DCancy/Sony 


NEXT MEETING 

Ames Public Library April 13, 2015 
Share and Learn 6:30 PM 


Speaker “Paleography” Dr. Jana Byers, 
Assistant Professor of History at ISU 
7:00 PM 


May Meeting: TBA 


INSIDE 

Minutes from last meeting 
Changes in HeritageQuest 
YOU ARE NEEDED 
Genealogy Plus 
New Books at the Library 
From Mystery to Treasure 
IGS Announcements 
Learn at the Library 
Luanne Endreland 


2 

2 

4 
3 

5 

5 

6 
7 
7 
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Minutes From Last Meeting (March 9, 2015) 


Prior to the start of the meeting, members browsed the selection of newly purchased books 
for the Ames Public Library. Each year the Library and Story County Genealogical Society (SCGS) 
cooperatively purchase genealogy-related books to be added to the collection for research and ref¬ 
erence. 


President Nancy Long called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. Minutes of the previous 
meeting, as printed in the newsletter, were approved. 

In lieu of the planned program, a sharing session was held. Attendees introduced them¬ 
selves and shared a new finding or something about their genealogy research and interests. Sev¬ 
eral guests were present who also shared their interests. Helpful ideas and suggestions were 
made concerning obtaining vital records from the courthouse, working with land records, organizing 
genealogical information, and numerous others. 

New brochures and business cards are available. Members are encouraged to utilize them 
for informing other persons about our meetings and inviting them to attend and become involved. 


Luanne Endreland shared how 
with her mother and mother-in-law. Af- 
ued her mother's efforts, filled in gaps, 
Her mother-in-law wrote stories about 
sight to ask questions of her parents 
newspaper column, "Remembering the 
Graphic. Luanne emphasized the im- 
ancestors to enhance the record of 



her interest in genealogy developed 
ter her mother's death, she contin- 
and did further ancestral research, 
family members, having had the fore- 
and grandparents. She also wrote a 
Good Old Days" for the Lake Mills 
portance of recording the stories of 
names, dates, and places. 



Cont’d on pg 3 


Changes in HeritageQuest 

If you have used HeritageQuest lately (available through subscribing institutions, including the 
Ames Public Library), you have noticed the interface has changed. The genealogy content is now 
powered byAncestry.com. 

The most visible change is with the census records. There is a compete set of U.S. Federal Cen¬ 
sus population schedules (1790-1940), U.S. Slave Schedules, and selected Non-Population Sched¬ 
ules. Another change is the population schedules have been indexed for every name. 

The other databases includes Books and Directories, Revolutionary War Pension Files, Freed¬ 
man’s Bank records (1865-1874), PERSI, and the U.S. Serial Set. The content on these appears 
to be nearly the same as each formerly had, but the layout is different. Most screens include addi¬ 
tional explanatory text but there is no area labeled “help.” 

At the top of the opening screen on HeritageQuest the choices are now Search (for the six data¬ 
bases mentioned), Research Aids, which includes details on beginning to advanced genealogy 
research, and Maps, which illustrate changing county boundaries overtime. 

As the future of online databases progresses, we can probably expect to see more of these en¬ 
hancements and changes. Nothing appears to be static. Mary Lohr 
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Genealogy Plus Group 

...taking you to the next level in your family 
research! 

Meeting 3rd Wednesday each month at the 
Ames Public Library 
Schedule for April-July 2015 

April 15: Evernote was to be the topic for the 
April 15 session of Genealogy Plus, but our 
speaker had to cancel due to a mandatory work 
schedule assignment. Instead, the program will 
be “Using Facebook for Genealogy” presented 
by Mary Lohr. Bonnie Samuel will also describe 
how blogs and other social media can be an ef¬ 
fective tool for helping with genealogy research. 

This is a great opportunity to learn how tech¬ 


nology is impacting the way genealogy re 
search can be done. 


May 20: Pre 1850 Records: Theresa Liewer 

June and July: Genealogy Help Sessions; 
June—regular time; July in evening 


Genealogy Plus is being sponsored by the Story 
County Genealogy Society and the Ames Li¬ 
brary. 

Each class is free and open to the public. 
Classes are 10:00 AM to noon. 

Bring your computer if you like to each session. 

We will have time at each class for you to ex¬ 
plore the skills learned in the session with help¬ 
ers to assist you too. 


Cont’d from pg 2 Minutes from last mtg. 

President Nancy Long noted that on March 11, 1969, the charter was approved for the Story 
County Genealogical Society. In honor of that anniversary, she brought cupcakes for everyone's 
enjoyment. 

Mary Lohr reported on the progress of the Genealogy Plus group that began in January. It 
has been well attended and received. She made a motion to continue the group through next 
spring (September 2015, to May, 2016). Motion seconded and carried. An additional motion was 
made to allocate $200 for speaker's expenses when needed. Motion seconded and carried. 

The April 13 speaker will be Dr. Jana Byers on old handwriting. The next Genealogy Plus 
meeting will be Wednesday, April 15, 10 AM. Both meetings will be held at the Ames Public Li¬ 
brary. 

Marti Rasmussen is going to the National Genealogy Society conference in St. Charles, Mis¬ 
souri, May 13-16. If you are interested in ride-sharing, please contact her. 

Bonnie Samuel distributed information on participation and volunteering opportunities for 
SCGS. She welcomes other ideas and would like the forms returned on which you can indicate 
your interests. 

Patricia Sawyer presented a gift of business card forms to Buckley Peterson for his work on 
redesigning the most recent SCGS brochure. The meeting was adjourned. 


OFFICERS 


Historian 


Martha Deyoe 


Publicity.Luanne Endreland 


Librarian 


Mary Lohr 


Newsletter Editor.Buckley Peterson 


President. 

Secretary. 

Treasurer. 


. Nancy Long 
Elaine Larson 
Mary Ausborn 
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▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼ wwwwwwww 


YOU ARE NEEDED! 

Volunteers are needed to enhance the educational offerings of Story County Genealogical 
Society and Iowa Genealogical Society. It’s a two-fold effort—to help people who want to learn how 
to do genealogy and to make both organizations, SCGS and IGS, known to more people. Every vol¬ 
unteer minute makes a difference. If you have experience or knowledge in any of the following, 
please contact Nancy Long, Bonnie Samuel, or Mary Lohr. 


• Writing and helping others with composition. 

• US Censuses, military records, or specific war records, period photo recognition, vital records, 

land records for a certain area, immigration, etc. Would you be willing to work with others 
with expertise in that area to present a program or write a piece for our newsletter? 

• PERSI 

• How to get the best results with database programs like Ancestry. 


Please let us know where you can help—here are some specific tasks: 


• SCGS webpage editor or co-editor 

• Contribute an article or articles for the webpage 

• SCGS receives periodic requests for research in Story County; will you commit some time to pro¬ 

cessing those requests? 

• Newsletter articles are always needed for our newsletter. 

• We begin each monthly SCGS meeting with “Share and Learn”—do you have an idea or a topic? 

Would you lead the discussion? 

• IGS volunteers are needed too. Each month county societies take turns sending some members 

to help out at IGS, which may involve helping patrons there, doing some filing, shelving 
books... 

• SCGS provides periodic help sessions at libraries around the Ames area and/or at the Ames 

Public Library. 

• Child-parent genealogy class this summer at the APL 

• Genealogy Plus: Outreach educational program, which is co-hosted by SCGS and the Ames 
Public Library meeting in the Farwell T. Brown Auditorium, two hour sessions (second hour 
being a work session so that participants may apply or learn more about what they learned in 
the first hour. SCGS and APL will provide some basic training for volunteers. 

Name_Date_ 

Address, city, zip_ 

Email Phone 
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New Genealogy Books at the Library 

For many years SCGS has had a collaborative agreement with the Ames Public Library to pur¬ 
chase genealogy books. Nineteen new titles were recently added. The books are in the genealogy 
reference collection except two which are in the general collection and can be checked out (These 
are marked ** in the list.). 

Census Substitutes & State Census Records, v.1 and 2 
Cherokee Connections 
Emigrants in Chains 
Family Tree Germany Genealogy Guide 

Filling in the Gaps: Finding pre-1885 Ships Passenger Lists to Canada 
Genealogical Proof Standard 

Genealogy and the Law: a Guide to Legal Sources for the Family Historian 
Genealogy Standards: Fiftieth Anniversary Edition 
Genetic Genealogy: the Basics and Beyond 
Indian Wills, 9-921: Book 3 
International Vital Records Flandbook, 6th ed. 

Jamestown Ancestors, 1607-1699 
**Searching For Your Ancestors in Historic Newspapers 
Stories from the Battlefield 

Sustainable Genealogy: Separating Fact from Fiction in family Legends 
Tracing Derry-Londonderry Roots 

Ultimate Search Book: Worldwide Adoption, Genealogy & Other Search Secrets 
Understanding and Using Baptismal Records 

**A Weekend of Genealogy: Things to Know and Do Online and Offline 

Mary Lohr 



From Mystery to Treasure 
Katie Pattee 

The unique size first attracted my attention, so I quickly reached for the little 
horn hidden among many years of collected odds and ends on the basement 
table. My husband Pete & I were tasked with clearing out his parents’ home in 
Garden City, New York in preparation of selling it. Pete’s Dad had no clue as 
to its’ origin. I added it to the load of furniture coming to Ames, and it resided in 
our basement for several years. I decided to polish it one day to see if it was 
indeed brass and unfortunately, I used a can of polish that was almost empty 
and thus somewhat concentrated. I ended up giving the poor horn a ‘case of the measles’ - all 
splotched up! Then I remembered seeing a business in Maine near our summer home whose 
name was ‘Metal Magic’ - maybe they could salvage my big mistake? I took it to that business and 

Cont’d on pg 7 
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Iowa Genealogical Society (IGS) Announcemets 


50th Anniversary of IGS 

The theme of the 50th Anniversary of IGS is 
“Sharing Family History for 50 years.” We will 
have events throughout the year including sev¬ 
eral contests regarding sharing your family sto¬ 
ries. See contest rules at: 
http://iowaqenealoqy.orq/?p=more-7271 

Categories 

May—’’Mother’s Story” Deadline April 15 
June—’’Father’s Story” Deadline May 15 
August—’’Teachers in your Tree” Deadline July 15 
November—’’Soldier Stories” Deadline October 15 
December—’’Christmas Stories” Deadline Nov¬ 
ember 15 


IGS SPRING CONFERENCE 

Saturday, April 18, 2015, 9:00 AM 
Speaker--Paula Stuart Warren 
Web site—www.http://genealogybypaula.com/ 


April Events at IGS 

April 11 —Using Excel; Dennis Allen, 10:30 AM - 
12:30 PM. ($5 IGS Members/$10 Non-members) 

April 11 —Blake Bell, historian, at the National 
Homestead Monument in Nebraska will speak 
on homestead records, 1:00 PM 

April 25 —Orphan Trains, 1:30-3:30 PM 
(Donations accepted) Millie Freese 


Family History Conference 

National Genealogical Society, May 13- 
16, St Charles Missouri Conference Cen¬ 
ter 

Go to: http://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/wp- 
content/uploads/2014/11/2015-Registration- 
Brochure-Online-Copy.pdf for complete program 




Logo design by Karen 


STORY COUNTY GENEALOGY SOCIETY 

Send Membership dues to PO Box 692, Ames, IA 50010 
Or pay the Treasurer at a SCGS meeting 
Make checks payable to Story County Genealogical Society 


Membership_$10 per person OR_$15 per family each year 

Dues paid after April 1 will be for balance of the Calendar year 
MEMBER OF IOWA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY_YES 


Pattee David 


NAME_ 

ADDRESS_ 

CITY STATE 
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LEARN AT THE LIBRARY 

Wednesdays, April 1-22 
2:00 PM, PEO Room 

Ames Public Library, 515 Douglas Avenue 

Drop into any of our computer classes! Com¬ 
puters are provided for all classes. You can 
guarantee your spot in a specific class by pre¬ 
registering at the Library’s Adult Services Desk 
or by calling (515) 239-5646 and pressing 4. 

April 1 : Introduction to Computers (Get the 
basics on computer functions and how to use a 
mouse) 

April 8: Introduction to Web Browsers (Learn 


Luanne Endreland, inspired by her 
mother’s research 

March 2015 SCGS meeting 

Luanne Endreland’s interest in genealogy 
began when her mother, Jan Guss, died. Look¬ 
ing through her mother’s information, all the 
names and dates and places, “I was hooked. 

She gave me a head start on my side of the fam¬ 
ily.” 

Luanne’s mother-in-law, Arlene 
Samuelson Endreland of Forest City, was work¬ 
ing on her family’s side, and she had stories 
about her people. “She had the foresight to ask 
her parents and grandparents their stories, and 
she wrote down stories of when she and her 
husband were growing up,” Luanne said. 


to navigate the internet and get tips for searching ef¬ 
fectively) 

April 15: Introduction to Computer Files (how 
computers are organized and practice creating, 
saving, and finding files) 

April 22: Introduction to E-mail (create a free 
e-mail account through Google’s Gmail) 

For more information, visit 


“There were stories of a perilous ocean 
crossing to a new beginning, the death of a child 
and an unmarked grave, and a six-month battle 
against infantile paralysis.” She wrote those sto¬ 
ries for her family. 

Luanne’s mother-in-law began writing a 
column for the Lake Mills Graphic a few years 
ago, entitled “The Good Old Days.” In her arti¬ 
cles she shared family stories and pictures along 
with new stories of everyday happenings. 


www.amespubliclibrary.org 


“Everyone should write down family sto¬ 
ries, not just names, dates, and places.” 


(Katie Pattee) Cont’d from pg 5 

was told by the receptionist: “Yes, they could restore it and it would 
take about a week.” Fine. But that afternoon I got a call from the 

owner to please come see him. 

When I went back, he was cradling 
the horn in his hands and he looked 
up at me, “Do you know what this 
is?” He then told me it was a 
Wheelman’s Buglet - used by early 
bicyclists to warn of their approach 
- before the days of the little bicycle 
bell. I found out he was an antique 
bicycle collector - and instead of 
the restoration taking a week it was 
ready the next day - he couldn’t wait to see it restored to its glory! And then I did find an 
of Pete’s great-grandfather on an early bicycle - so now we probably know the history of 
derful Buglet! 






Pete's Great Grandfather 


old photo 
this won- 
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PRESERVING THE PAST; ENRICHING THE FUTURE 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

I really thought that the topic for our last meeting, 
Paleography, did not sound very interesting. Dr. 
Jana Byers gave us some tips and made it inter¬ 
esting, and I can see where it is certainly some¬ 
thing we can use. Sounded like everyone caught 
on very quickly or you were already on track on 
reading old handwriting. 

Would like to share with you that on April 15, we 
were in Springfield, Illinois, along with lots of other 
people, as it was the 150th year that President 
Abraham Lincoln died at 7:22 a.m. We visited the 
tomb and were the first ones in line. We were told 
they were expecting approximately 20 bus loads 
of kids that day Actually drove around the ceme¬ 
tery, and there are lots of interesting tombstones 
there. We went through the Museum and were in 
awe of the use of technology to help portray Lin¬ 
coln’s life. Felt like I was actually reliving history 
during this time. I went with my two daughters 
and daughter-in-law, and they all said they really 
enjoyed the museum. My oldest daughter even 
looked up Lincoln’s descendants and found that 
he doesn’t have any direct living family. It was 
fascinating, and I am ready to go back and stay 
longer. 

Really enjoyed the last episode of Who Do You 
Think You Are for the season. Many questions 
were asked that I would ask, and lots of history 
was used to help put in the pieces of the puzzle. 


NEXT MEETING 

Ames Public Library May 11,2015 

Share and Learn 6:30 PM 

***** 

Speaker: “Researching Land Records” 
Lucy Martin 

Story County Auditor and Commissioner of 

Elections 7:00 PM 

***** 

Genealogy Plus meets Wednesday, May 20. 
10:00 AM 

Pre 1850 Records, Theresa Liewer 


INSIDE 


Genealogy Class at Colo.2 

Book Review.2 

Theresa Liewer at Genealogy Plus.3 

Swedish Workshop.4 

Minutes from Last Meeting.4 

IGS Announcements.5 

Paula Stuart-Warren.5 

Featured SCGS Member.6 

Paleography.7 

April Genealogy Plus Report.7 
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Genealogy 101 Class at Colo Library 


Story County Genealogical Society News 


May 2015 


Members from SCGS (Sandra Heid, Marti Steelman, 
Mary Lohr, Nancy Long, and Merlene Whisenand) 
presented a Genealogy 101 class at the Colo Public 
Library in April. Seven persons attended and provid¬ 
ed an informal discussion and sharing format. Top¬ 
ics covered were beginning the search process, 
sources of genealogy information, vital records and 
census. The Colo class is one in a continuing series 
that SCGS has presented throughout Story County in 
recent years. 

+++++++++ 



Book Review 

By Marti Rasmussen 

Search for Your Ancestors in Historic News¬ 
papers by Claudia C. Breland. ISBN #13:978- 
15400407094. 278 pp. Available through 
Barnes and Noble or Amazon $16.95 

The book was introduced at the April SCGS 
meeting by Mary Lohr and is available for check¬ 
out at the Ames Public Library through circulat¬ 
ing books, not the SCGS collection; SCGS 
helped purchase the book in 2014. 

Genealogists rely on many ways to learn more 
about their ancestors. This handy volume will 
aid anyone who uses newspapers or would like 
to explore their ancestors’ lives in another way. 


Whether you are using newspapers as a prima¬ 
ry source or simply learn more about their lives 
and satisfy curiosity, this book will give you tips 
on how to navigate this world of newsprint. 

The author begins with showing readers the va¬ 
riety of information available through newspa¬ 
per stories, ads, routine coverage of weather, 
organizations, crimes, and announcements 
such as birth, death, and wedding notices. 
Among the tips provided is the author’s sug¬ 
gestion to begin a search using only a surname 
to cover a wider selection. Secondly, you 
should check all newspapers in the vicinity of 
their residence and all newspapers for the 
same time period. 

This advice on finding relevant newspapers is 
more than helpful when the author also pro¬ 
vides a listing of newspapers listed by state 

Cont’d on pg 3 
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Book Review, Cont’d from pg 2 

and/or countries. This is a most complete listing 
and will guide readers to many interesting hours of 
browsing. This listing includes web addresses and 
other information about the newspaper listed, hold¬ 
ings, and other facts. This book will surely lead us 
on the path to using newspapers for our genealogy 
research. 

More information from the author’s website: 
www.ccbreland.com or email ccbrelan@comcast.net 




OFFICERS 

Nancy Long. 


Vacant. 


Mary Ausborn. 


Elaine Larson. 


Martha Deyoe. 


Luanne Endreland.. 


Mary Lohr. 


Newsletter Editor..., 



“Iowa Genealogy Society President to Speak 
at Ames Public Library May 20 th ” 

Speaking at “Genealogy Plus”, 10 am to noon 
APL Farwell T. Brown Auditorium 

The Ames Public Library and Story County Genealogy Society have teamed up to sponsor an ongo¬ 
ing series of monthly genealogy classes, “Genealogy 
Plus,” held at the library. We are pleased to have as 
our May speaker, Theresa Liewer, President of the 
Iowa Genealogy Society. 

Theresa Liewer is a volunteer with the Iowa Genea¬ 
logical Society where she teaches various classes as 
well as serving on the board. She began research¬ 
ing her family over 40 years ago and is continually 
amazed at what is left to find. Theresa moderates 
the Irish and English/Welsh/Scottish Special Interest 
Groups at IGS. She is a graduate of Creighton Uni¬ 
versity and Iowa State University and in her profes¬ 
sional career, was a manager of tax services for a 
national public accounting firm as well as a corporate 
accountant for several businesses in Des 
Moines. She retired last fall and is determined to get her research papers organized - someday. 

Theresa Liewer will talk about “Pre-1850 Genealogy Resources” on May 20 th , 10 am - noon, at the 
Ames Public Library in the Farwell T. Brown Auditorium. The “Genealogy Plus” program is free of 
charge and open to the public. 

Contact for more information: Bonnie Samuel 515-203-1056 



A sign in the IGS Office—A GENEALOGIST IS A PERSON WHO TRACES YOUR FAMILY HISTORY AS FAR AS 
YOUR MONEY WILL GO 
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Minutes from Last Meeting 

The meeting was called to order by President Nancy 
Long at 7:00 at the Farwell T. Brown Auditorium at 
the Ames Public Library. Everyone was invited to 
introduce themselves and share the main international 
country where they are currently researching ances¬ 
tors. 

Our guest speaker was Dr. Jana Byers, an Iowa State 
University Assistant Professor of History. She gave 
some background, insights and tips to aid in decipher¬ 
ing handwriting hundreds of years old . 

Reports The March minutes were approved as 
written in the April Newsletter. The treasurer's report 
was given. Mary Lohr requested suggestions for 
books to purchase for the upcoming year. 

The topic for the Genealogy Plus meeting on April 15 
will be on using Facebook for genealogy and will be 
presented by Mary Lohr. 

Old Business A sign-up sheet was available for any¬ 
one wishing to volunteer at the IGS in Des Moines in 
June. 

Members were encouraged to fill out the interest sur¬ 
veys on volunteering opportunities. The survey infor¬ 
mation can be found in the April SCGS newsletter. 
Mary Lohr reported on the Colo Genealogy class. 
There were seven participants and requests for anoth¬ 
er class in the future. 

The March SCGS speaker, Lucy Martin, has resched¬ 
uled for the May 11th meeting, and the topic will be 
researching land records. 

New Business There will be a genealogy workshop 
in Stratford at the end of May. 

Announcements A paper preservation class will 
be presented at the Ames Historical Society on April 
30th with a $10 free-will donation at the door. There 
are still new SCGS business cards and brochures 


May 2015 


HANDS ON 
ArkivDigital 
WORKSHOP 

Saturday, May 30 and/or Sunday, May 31 
(Attendees may attend one day or both) 
Stratford Community School, Stratford, Iowa 

FEATURING: KATHY MEADE 
ArkivDigital's North America Representative 
Assisted by Users & Swedish Researchers 

FOR INFORMATION OR REGISTRATION: 
WWW.SWEDEBEND.COM 

Presented by the Swedish Research Volunteers of 
The Swedish Foundation of Iowa's 'Swede Bend' 
settlement, Inc., Stratford, Iowa 50249 

For all levels of Swedish research and computer 
experience. 

In addition to the hands on sessions with free ac¬ 
cess to the ArkivDigital online Swedish records, op¬ 
tional sessions will focus upon probate records 
with their estate inventories, military records, brick 
wall challenges, and other Swedish research oppor¬ 
tunities. 

The workshop is being offered free of charge. An 
appropriate donation to the Foundation's Swedish 
Immigrant Museum would be appreciated to help 
continue its vision to preserve our Swedish heritage. 


available to distribute to people who may be interest¬ 
ed in our organization. 

Other information of interest includes cemetery 
preservation instruction in Winneshiek Co. next 
month, and that there are magnetic clasps for name 
tags available at a business in Des Moines. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m 
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50th Anniversary of IGS 

The theme of the 50th Anniversary of IGS is 
“Sharing Family History for 50 years.” We will 
have events throughout the year including several 
contests regarding sharing your family stories. 
See contest rules at: 
http://iowagenealogy.org/?p=more-7271 

Categories 

June—’’Father’s Story” Deadline May 15 
August—’’Teachers in your Tree” Deadline July 15 
November—’’Soldier Stories” Deadline Oct 15 
December—’’Christmas Stories” Deadline Nov 15 


Gravestone and Monument Repair 

The Decorah Genealogy Society is sponsoring 
a Gravestone and Monument Repair Work¬ 
shop on May 29-30 at the St. Kerians Ceme¬ 
tery in Decorah. Jonathan Appell, leading 
monument conservator, will lead the work¬ 
shop. Call 563-382-8559 for information. 

Fall Conference 

The IGS Fall Conference is scheduled for October 9 & 
10 at Toad Valley Country Club in Pleasant Hill. 
SPEAKER: John Phillip Colletta 
Banquet on Friday night, October 9 to celebrate the IGS 
50th Anniversary 
Volunteers needed—contact: 
execdir@iowagenealogy.org 


Orphan Trains Scheduled for April 25 and Homestead Records scheduled for April 11 

Both programs cancelled; to be rescheduled 


PAULA STUART-WARREN HEADLINED IGS SPRING CONFERENCE 


Paula Stuart-Warren, a Board-certified genealogist, shared 
her expertise on “Bumps, Breakthroughs and Detours; Family His¬ 
tory Journeys” with 120+ Iowa Genealogical Society (IGS) mem¬ 
bers and interested persons at the Spring Conference. She intro¬ 
duced the records held at major Midwestern archives, such as Illi¬ 
nois, Missouri, Ohio, Bowling Green University, and Ball State Uni¬ 
versity (Indiana). Oh, yes, she noted Iowa also. The next step, of 
course, is organizing the material. She suggests using forms, soft¬ 
ware, correspondence and research logs, census checklists, and 
timelines. Be a list-maker! If you are not comfortable with a com¬ 
puter, she says “that’s why they invented teenagers”! Major con¬ 
siderations are using safe, acid free storage, documenting 
sources, accurate and sensible labeling, and being consistent. 

One great suggestion—do some type of organizing every day. Where 
can records be found? No one place will have all records, even for that area. Courthouses (don’t 
wear a white shirt), town halls, and libraries are obvious choices. Syllabus pages from conferences 
and classes contain valuable information. The internet age has opened countless possibilities. An¬ 
cestry’s Red Book lists locations of records for each state. World Cat.org is a catalog of library cat¬ 
alogs, many of which have online books and publications. GenWeb sites, city directories, Face- 
book Google Books, and other internet sites may provide a missing link. You are limited only by 
your imagination in knowing where to look! If all else fails, ask, consult, reread! Use common 
sense. 



Photo by Mary Lohr 
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Featured SCGS Member (Paul Martsching) 

“A family rumor got me going,” Paul says. “Back in the 70s I made a number of trips down to 
the old historical library in Des Moines and looked through the original census book....” The rumor 
was that his great grandfather, James Andrew Stanton, came to the US from Canada in 1846. Paul 
found that someone had reversed the date in the records; it was actually 1864. Rumor was that he 
lived past 100, but he lived only to 94. And he supposedly was French/Canadian, but he had noth¬ 
ing to do with living in Canada. 

Some of the ancestors settled in New York when it was New Netherlands. Some of the an¬ 
cestors knew Peter Styvesant. In fact, one of them sued Styvesant over two “hogsheads” of tobac¬ 
co to be delivered to Styvesant’s house. Mrs. Styvesant would not accept the delivery, and the an¬ 
cestors sued and won. Peter Styvesant had to pay for the two hogsheads of tobacco. 

Paul has some familiarity with paleography, which was Dr. Jana Byer’s presentation at the 
April SCGS meeting. Paul knew most of the letters and symbols in Dr. Byer’s presentation. The 
Dutch kept accurate records, written and preserved in old-style writing, and with numerous ances¬ 
tors settling in New Netherlands, Paul had plenty of reasons to learn about it. “Many of the old 
Dutch New Netherlands records have been translated into English. I am familiar with the old styles 
of hand writing, mostly from doing Swedish genealogy from original records on microfilm. Much of 
the older handwriting in Sweden is similar to old German handwriting,” 

Paul says. 

In 1987 Paul compiled “Ancestors of James Andrew Stanton 
1852-1947 Section 1 New Netherlands Families-Families Arriving in 
New York Before 1664”, Ancestors of James Andrew Stanton 1852- 
1947 Section II New England, South Carolina, and post-1725 New 
York Families.” And still to be finished is “The Swedish Ancestry of 
Lurena Belle Edlom (1880-1965) wife of Frederick William Martsching 
(1879-1949).” 

Paul Martsching retired from the Iowa State University Admis¬ 
sions mail room in February 2014 after 23 1/2 years. Fle’s been re¬ 
searching his family genealogy since 1970. 


STORY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

Send Membership dues to PO Box 692, Ames, IA 50010 
Or pay the Treasurer at a SCGS meeting. 

Make checks payable to Story County Genealogical Society. 

Membership is_$10 per person OR_$15 per family each year 

Dues paid after April 1 will be for balance of the calendar year. 

MEMBER OF IOWA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY_YES 


ADDRESS:_ 

CITY:_STATE:_ 

PHONE: E-MAIL: 
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Paleography Presentation at April Meeting 


At the April SCGS meeting, Dr. Jana Byers, Assistant Profes¬ 
sor of History at Iowa State, introduced us to paleography 
(reading old or ancient handwriting ). Certain basic rules apply- 
-know what kind of document you have, read it letter by letter, 
learn to recognize common phrases and how the letters are 
formed, and learn shortcuts for commonly used words. Some¬ 
times it helps to read a word aloud. Recognize that spelling 
varies, and letters can be formed differently, even in the same 
word. If all attempts fail, ask for help. Work with another per¬ 
son or take a photo and ask someone to look at it with fresh 
eyes. Books are available as guides--one suggested from the 
British Library, Reading Old English Language, has tutorials. Dr. Byers displayed sample docu¬ 
ments to read. Some were more readable than others--and some attendees did better than oth¬ 
ers! 


Genealogy Plus (April 15, 2015) 

Mary Lohr and Bonnie Samuel helped take the mystery out of Facebook (FB) and showed 
how to use it for communication , education , and collaboration . It can help you conduct family re¬ 
search, connect with distance relatives, share photos, or plan family reunions. You need to agree 
to the terms and conditions of Facebook, but you control your privacy settings, what you wish to 
share, and who will see your posts. Many interest groups (private, public, and secret) have web¬ 
sites with tutorials, as do historical and genealogical societies, libraries, states, counties, schools 
and universities, churches, and general groups. Cyndi's List has a list of FB groups with 
"genealogy" in the title. A helpful site for non-profit groups is Katherine Willson's (http:// 
socialmediaaenealoav.com/genealoav-on-facebook-list/. As with all social media, thousands of 
sites can be found that offer resources, databases, and techniques. Remember the rules of good 
manners--be polite, use common sense, and treat others as you want to be treated. 


Summer 

Genealogy Plus Help Sessions in June and July at Ames Public Library. 

June—Regular time 
July— evening 


The next issue of the newsletter will be September, and the first 
Fall SCGS meeting will be September 14 

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER 






















PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Hope everyone had a good summer. As usual it went 
very quickly but hopefully you had time to do some 
traveling, genealogy research, family reunion, etc. 

We found my husband’s great grandparents’ 
gravesites in LeGrand. Tama County and Marshall 
county are behind on updating their sites on Billion 
Graves. They need a Jim Lohr to help them out. We 
visited Lincoln Cemetery near Alleman and after walk¬ 
ing it, I would call it my family Cemetery, related to 
many buried there. Also suggested to a cousin who 
we ran into visiting the Lutheran Cemetery in Kelley 
that maybe we should have a family reunion in a cem¬ 
etery. He had his sunglasses on at the time, but I 
could tell he was rolling his eyes at me. Mentioned 
this to an older cousin, and she thought that would be 
a good idea. Must be a generation thing. 

I also attended a family reunion on my father’s side 
and made contact with many family members. Went 
home and made the connections in my Ringgenberg 
family notebook and filled in many pieces of my puz¬ 
zle. Also discovered that I have a lot of Family Work¬ 
sheets to complete. I also found a fourth cousin who 
lives in Ames, and we will be meeting in the near fu¬ 
ture to hopefully fill in more pieces of the puzzle. Get 
some questions answered but then many more pop 
up. 

Getting anxious to hear the speakers lined up for the 
upcoming year for Story County Genealogy Society 
and Genealogy Plus. 

See you in September. %sutcy 


NEXT MEETING 

Ames Public Library 6:30 PM 
September 14, 2015 ‘If This House Could Talk” 

Luann Endreland 

***** 

October 12, 2015 ‘Funeral Home Records” 

Dennis Allen (IGS) 

***** 

November 9, 2015 Annual Meeting 

***** 

GENEALOGY PLUS 

September 16, 2015 10:00 AM, Farwell T. 
Brown Auditorium at Ames Public Library, 

Alice Hoyt Veen, Certified Genealogist, 

“Source Documentation & Citation: Keep Calm 
and Cite Your Source” Alice will talk about 
“source” and different types of sources, why 
source of documentation is needed, when a 
source documentation is needed, strategies for 
keeping track of sources, key elements and 
standards for source documentation, and prac¬ 
tice constructing citations for commonly-used 
sources. 

INSIDE 


Minutes from last Meeting.2 

Tribute to Pat Cain.2 

Genealogy Plus.3 

County Auditor (May 11 SCGS meeting).4 

Chickamauga.4 

IGS Information.5 

NGS Family History Conference.5 
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MINUTES FROM LAST MEETING (May 11. 20151 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. at the 
Ames Public Library by President Nancy Long. There 
were 17 members present and four guests including 
our speaker. 

The evening’s program entitled “Researching Land 
Records” was presented by Lucy Martin, Story Coun¬ 
ty Auditor. 

Reports: The business meeting began with the 
approval of the April minutes. The Treasurer’s report 
was given and approved for audit. 

There was no Library report, but ideas for books to 
purchase are always welcome. Please contact Mary 
Lohr with suggestions. 

It was agreed that the monthly “Genealogy Plus” 
meetings will continue through the spring of 2016. 
Future program topics were mentioned, and there will 
be help sessions at the meetings in June and July. 

Old Business: Volunteers to help at the IGS in 
June were requested. We were reminded that the 
volunteer/interest surveys are still available and may 
be filled out. 

New child and adult genealogy classes will be report¬ 
ed on at the next meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 P.M. 

Claine Larson 




Pat Cain, 1944-2015 

Former SCGS member 
Pat Cain passed away 
August 5, 2015. Pat 
served as SCGS treas¬ 
urer for several years. 
One of his specialties 
was his interest in 
technology and his 
ability to patiently and clearly explain it 
to other people. 

Pat gave several presentations to 
SCGS on the use of Global Positioning 
Systems (GPS) and related how he 
used it to locate the graves of some of 
his ancestors. He also talked about ex¬ 
ploring the land in South Dakota where 
relatives had lived many years ago. 

Attention to detail was one of the many 
traits we appreciated in Pat as he kept 
meticulous financial records and paid 
submitted bills timely. He was always 
ready to lend a hand or answer ques¬ 
tions. 

Rest in Peace, Pat. 

















3 


Story County Genealogical Society News Sept 2015 


GENEALOGY PLUS REPORT 

On May 20, Theresa Liewer, President of the Iowa Genealogical Society, spoke at Genealogy Plus 
on researching pre-1850 records, including census, military, probate, and vital records. Prior to that 
year, only the head of household was listed on census records; other persons were listed by num¬ 
ber of males, females, and ranges of age. After 1850, persons were listed individually. The free 
sites for online research are: archive.org, lowahistory.org, FamilySearch.org (WIKI and records), 
and Heritage Quest. Pay sites are: Ancestry.com, Fold3.com. 

Census -Ancestry and Family Search both have censuses and blank census forms that show the 
questions that were asked. The 1840 census had extra questions, and some are on the 2nd page; 
do not stop after only looking at first page. Verify sources if found online . Check to make sure ag¬ 
es fit. Be alert to "same name" trap. There can be numerous people with same name. 

Military -Heritage Quest (accessible with local library card) has Revolutionary War Service records. 
For Compiled Service Records, use Family Search, Ancestry, or Fold3.com. Actual compiled ser¬ 
vice records are available through the National Archives. Revolutionary War Rolls are searchable 
by unit only. Another searchable free site is newhorizonsgenealogicalservices.com/index. For the 
War of 1812, look on Family Search, Ancestry, National Archives, state archives, or Fold.3. Pen¬ 
sions are being put on\\r\e-http://go.fold3.com/1812pensions/. 

Probate-These records (found in the county where deceased resided) may show family relation¬ 
ship, approximate death date, and socio-economic profile; also guardianship records. Anyone with 
property would have a probate file. 

Vital records can be found using FamilySearch.org WIKI. Iowa marriages begin when a county was 
formed; births and deaths in 1880. If a camera image shows, the record has the actual image. 

Some books are online (published prior to 1925). Other sources are Google books, Archives.org, 
old county histories, and FamilySearch.org WIKI. Use interlibrary loan for books not online or in lo¬ 
cal library. 

Meetings during June and July were help sessions for anyone needing assistance with research 
problems or brick walls. Members of Story County Genealogical Society provided one on-one as¬ 
sistance. Not all problems were solved, but suggestions were made. The July session was in the 
evening for persons who could not come during the day. It would be great to report that all prob¬ 
lems were solved, but anyone who has done genealogy research knows it is a continuing, long¬ 
term, and even lifetime project. The enjoyment is in the sharing and seeking, hopefully ending in 
some exciting successes,. 
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Lucy Martin, Story County Auditor, spoke at SCGS Meeting 

May 11, 2015 

At the May 11 SCGS meeting, Lucy Martin, Story County Auditor, spoke on researching land rec¬ 
ords in the counties. She was elected Story County Auditor in 2012, but began serving by appoint¬ 
ment in January 2011. From 2004 until her appointment, she was 
a Deputy Auditor. She has a BA from Rice University and a Mas¬ 
ters degree from Columbia. 

All 99 counties of Iowa have an Auditor and a Recorder. For Story 
County, those offices are found in the administration building on 
6th Street in Nevada. The Recorder's office has an index of rec¬ 
orded documents by date. The Auditor's office has transfer books 
with the same information organized by legal description. The 
Code of Iowa requires that the two offices reference property 
transfers in two different ways--the Recorder by date and the Audi¬ 
tor by legal description. Original recorded documents are kept by 
the Recorder. The Auditor also maintains the official plat maps of the County. Printed plat maps 
contain current information only, although some historical information is available. 

When researching land records, it is helpful to know the section number of a township, as well as 
the township name. Townships are divided into 36 sections, with each section numbered. Each 
township was created using the Public Land Survey System and has a unique number derived from 
a base line (east and west) and principal meridian (north and south). Often a school was built in 
section 16 near the middle of the township. Each section is a square mile. One fourth of a section 
(Quarter) is 160 acres; 40 acres is a Quarter-Quarter. Property owner names are indexed by gran¬ 
tor (seller or donor) or grantee (buyer). 

The website iowalandrecords.org can be used to access information about property online, but rec¬ 
ords only go back to 1994. Both the Auditor and the Recorder have office staff available during 
working hours to assist in finding information for genealogical research. 


To forget one’s ancestors is to be a brook without a source, a tree without a 

root. (Chinese Proverb) 


Chickamauga 

By Marilyn Peterson 

On a recent trip to Tennessee, we journeyed south of Chattanooga to visit the Battlefield of Chicka¬ 
mauga in Georgia. The two-day battle on September 19 and 20, 1863, was one of the bloodiest 
battles of the Civil War, resulting in 34,000 casualties and a victory for the south. 

We arrived late in the day and had less than an hour at the Visitor Center before closing time. A 
National Park Service employee approached us and offered his assistance. We told him about 
John H. Bolton, my great grandfather, who served with the 49th Ohio Infantry and was wounded in 

Cont’d on page 7 
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50th Anniversary of IGS 

The theme of the 50th Anniversary of IGS is 
“Sharing Family History for 50 years.” We will 
have events throughout the year including several 
contests regarding sharing your family stories. 
See contest rules at: 
http://iowagenealogy.org/?p=more-7271 

Categories 

November—’’Soldier Stories” Deadline Oct 15 
December—’’Christmas Stories” Deadline Nov 15 


Fall Conference 

The IGS Fall Conference is scheduled for Oc¬ 
tober 9 & 10 at Toad Valley Country Club in 
Pleasant Hill. 

SPEAKER: John Phillip Colletta 
Banquet on Friday night, October 9 to cele¬ 
brate the IGS 50th Anniversary 
Volunteers needed—contact: 
execdir@iowagenealogy.org 


IGS MEMBERS ONLY LOCK-IN 

Saturday, September 26, 4:00 PM to midnight. Cost is $10. Bring a snack to share, 
and we will order pizza. Contact iqs@iowaqenealoqv.org to register. 


BARGAIN HUNTERS 


Do you have a knack for organizing? A gift for bargain hunting? We need volunteers 
to manage/organize/staff/execute a garage sale for IGS. We have people willing to 
donate items, just no one to make it happen. If you are interested in a short-term vol¬ 
unteer commitment, contact Jennifer at execdir@iowaqenealoqv.org . We will not be 
accepting donations until we have volunteers to run the sale. 


The NGS Family History Conference May 13-16, 2015 

By Marti Rasmussen 


The St Charles Family History Conference was held May 13-16, 2015 and was a National Genealogical Soci¬ 
ety (NGS) conference hosted by the local chapter of the St. Louis Genealogical Society. The “Crossroads of 
America” conference committee had 2189 persons registered and probably reached close to 2500 persons by 
counting speakers and exhibitors. It was easy to feel lost in the crowd. I had a personal connection to this 
area. My father was bom and grew up in Franklin County, next door to St. Charles County. 


The National Genealogical Society served as organizer and provided many speakers for this conference. 

They organized and put on 3 pre-conference events including a Librarians Day, BCG Education Fund Work¬ 
shop and German Studies: “Understanding German Records and Methodology”, presented by St Louis Gene¬ 
alogical Society. I took advantage of the offer to purchase livestreaming of 10 lectures with these videos of 
lectures to be available through the summer. The total number of persons purchasing this option was 423. 


Cont’d on page 6 

























Cont’d from page 5 

Sessions had been organized by “Tracks”, which included lectures allowing attendees to select 
items most useful for their research whether exploring a type of record, what’s available in a partic¬ 
ular state or country, or other areas of genealogical information required. All attendees were given 
the choice of paper syllabus or using a portable drive (thumbdrive) which contained a complete 
copy of the Syllabus and handouts from speakers as well as the individual’s schedule of sessions. 

A Conference App gave access to these as well as a list of attendees so they could contact friends 
and new acquaintances via WiFi and their cell phones at St. Charles Conference Center. The WiFi 
connection was sponsored by FamilySearch, Find My Past and Mary F. Berthold. 

I am glad I chose to sign up for all 10 of the livestreamed lectures. I watched all of them several 
times and gained additional information each time. There were 2 livestreamed lectures that I found 
most interesting. One was by Judith Miller called” Becoming an American: Naturalization Rec¬ 
ords.” Another lecture I studied by John P. Colleta was a fascinating example of how to weave a 
more complete family story together from your individual “finds”. It was called “Discovering the RE¬ 
AL Stories of your Immigrant Ancestors.” 

Still I’m searching for my Irish relatives. I was especially happy to find 2 lectures led by Donna 
Moughty about Irish research areas particularly interesting and helpful: 1) She talked on “Best 
Online Sources for Irish Research” and 2) “Unpuzzling Ireland’s Church Records”. Her depth of 
knowledge of these records was impressive, and I developed more theories of how to continue my 
search for these elusive relatives. 

The experience was tiring and full of surprises, but I met 
some interesting genealogists during the week. This in¬ 
clude Marieta Grissom, from Iowa, whose session entitled 
“Iowa: Fields of Genealogical Opportunity” was presented 
Wed. May 13. I did meet Marieta later and hope to have 
another opportunity to experience her presentation. I was 
pleased with my latest Conference and was impressed by 
the speakers, their sessions and my fellow genealogists 
and their dedication to family history. If you get the chance, 
Go for It. You will gain a new perspective on your Brick 
Walls, your successful finds, and especially about your fam¬ 
ily and its history. 


Condolences and Sympathy to the Families 

Lucille Wahrenbrock passed away Sunday, August 30, 2015. Funeral service September 4, 
2015, at the UCC Church in Jewell. Lucille was a charter member of Story County Genealogical 
Society and served many years as historian for the group. Among other accomplishments, she 
originated the card catalog system for Iowa Genealogical Society in Des Moines. She was instru¬ 
mental in establishing an annual cooperative genealogical book purchasing agreement with the 
Ames Public Library. Lucille was the featured member in the November 2014 Story County Gene¬ 
alogical Society newsletter. 

Annette Anderegg’s father, George Brown, passed away in Utah on August 14, 2015. Annette is 
director of the Family History Center of the LDS Church in Ames and a member of Story County 
Genealogical Society. 
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the battle. He showed us maps, explained the layout of the battlefield, and pointed out locations of 
markers and tablets with information on various phases of the battle. He also showed us a book, 
The Maps of Chickamauga, by David Powell and David Friedrichs, that documents the battle in 15 
minute intervals. It is an impressive book that took a decade to compile. He informed us the bat¬ 
tlefield grounds were open until sunset, and we were welcome to drive or roam around the grounds 
and locate as many sites as we wanted and time permitted. 

Thanks to the notes the employee made on the maps, our daughter's map-reading abilities, and 
our notes, we walked through fields and on trails through the trees for several hours. We were 
able to locate and photograph three sites with 
markers commemorating the participation of the 
49th Ohio unit in the battle. This battle was unlike 
others in that it was largely fought by brigade, regi¬ 
mental, and sometimes even company command¬ 
ers. Veterans of the battle dubbed it the "soldiers' 
battle". It was fought in thick woods and swampy 
terrain rather than open fields. It also does not 
have numerous published accounts. Most primary 
sources are in archival holdings or old newspapers 
and are not readily available. 

The site has been expertly preserved and main¬ 
tained, and the National Park Service employees 
are extremely knowledgeable and helpful. A visit 
to the battlefield is time well spent. 
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PRESERVING THE PAST; ENRICHING THE FUTURE 


PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 


What a fantastic 
start to our year. Luanne 
shared the story of her 
Plot of Land and what an 
important part of the 
founding of Ames was 
played by Cynthia Duff. She was a real pioneer 
in Ames. How many went home and tried to find 
out more about the land they own or grew up 
on? Maybe we could even learn more about 
Cynthia Duff. 

There have been many learning opportunities 
this month, and October is looking just as full. 
After Luanne got us pondering on our Plot of 
Land, Alice Hoyt Veen helped make the Source 
Documentation and Citation less confusing at 
our Genealogy Plus session this month. Need to 
document what we find and where so someone 
looking at our research could find it also. Alice 
Hoyt Veen also gave a presentation of Special 
Census at Iowa Genealogy Society and I had no 
idea that there is so much more information you 
can gather from these census and in more than 
one area of that census or another special cen¬ 
sus. 

Mary Lohr and I were able to attend a workshop 


at Iowa Genealogy Society with other societies 
around the state. Learned lots and I feel we are 
ahead of them as far as our programing is con¬ 
cerned. With the Genealogy Plus presentations, 
we are keeping up with the times. Good job 
Mary L. and Bonnie. 

Looking forward to hearing Dennis Allen on his 
presentations in October. 

******* 

NEXT MEETINGS 

October 12—Dennis Allen from IGS 

“Funeral Home Records.” Meeting location 
changed from Farwell T. Brown Library to the 
Danfoss Room on second floor. Elevator availa¬ 
ble. 

November 9—Annual Meeting, Election of of¬ 


ficers for 2016, Refreshments 

INSIDE 

Minutes from last meeting.2 

Alice Hoyt-Veen.3 

Genealogy PLUS Schedule.3 

Genealogy PLUS Information.4 

Swedish Genealogy Workshop.4 

HeritageQuest Online Update.5 

IGS Announcements.6 

SCGS Website Update.6 

Caretaker of a Plot of Land.6 
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SCGS Meeting Minutes - Sept 14, 2015 

President Nancy Long called the meeting to order at 7 
p.m. in the Ames Public Library auditorium. There 
were 22 members and 3 guests present. 

The minutes of the May meeting were approved and the 
treasurer's report was given. 

Mary Lohr, club librarian, asked that anyone who has 
book suggestions please turn them in this fall. 


CHANGE SCGS MEETING LOCATION 

The location of the October 12 SCGS 


meeting has been changed from the 

Farwell T. Brown Auditorium to the 


Danfoss Room on the second floor of 


the Ames Public Library. Elevator ac- 

cess available. 


Bonnie Samuel reported that the Genealogy Plus group will meet September 16th. Alice Hoyt Veen will be 
speaking on Source Documentation and Citation. The group meets on the third Wednesday of the month and 
study sessions will follow the presentations. 

Old Business - Volunteers are needed for October 3rd at the IGS in Des Moines. Anyone interested should 
let Nancy Long know. 

New Business - A nominating committee for new officers will be needed for the upcoming year. Merlene 
Whisenand, Mary Ausbom, and Marilyn Peterson will make up the committee. 

Donation envelopes were circulated for Patrick Cain and Lucille Wahrenbrock, the SCGS members who 
passed away this summer. The donations will cover a book donated to the library in memory of each person, 
and a card for the families. 

Announcements - A suggestion box is available at our meetings for anyone who wishes to make comments 
or suggestions. 

The fall IGS conference is Oct 9th and 10th at Pleasant Hill. 

On September 28th the Ames Public Library will host an event entitled “At Home in the Heartland: How Mid- 
westerners Got to be Us” about midwestem and family history. 


The speaker for the evening's program was SCGS 
member Luanne Endreland. Her talk, “Caretaker of a 
Plot of Land” was about her research into the history 
of her home and the plot of land it is on. 

Gwenna Jacobson spoke of learning how to use 
ArkivDigital to research Swedish church records, and 
the progress she's made researching ancestors using 
what she learned. A workshop will be presented on 
November 14th at the IGS in Des Moines about the 
use of ArkivDigital. 


The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 


Claine Larson 


OFFICERS 

President.Nancy Long 

Vice President.Vacant 

Treasurer.Mary Ausborn 

Secretary.Elaine Larson 

Historian.Martha Deyoe 

Publicity.Luanne Endreland 

Librarian.Mary Lohr 

Newsletter Editor.Buckley Peterson 
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“STAY CALM; CITE YOUR SOURCES” 


Presented to Genealogy Plus group by Alice Hoyt-Veen, Certified Gene¬ 
alogist, Sept 16, 2015, at Ames Public Library 

Documentation of sources—during the research process and in your written 
work—is an integral part of the Genealogical Proof standard. But it’s much 
more than that! Citing your sources creates a permanent “breadcrumb trail” 
that others can follow and enhances the credibility of your findings. It takes 
self-discipline and thoughtfulness, but properly done, well-documented re¬ 
search stands the test of time and creates a lasting legacy your family will 
treasure. (Copied from Alice’s handouts) 



Alice defined a source as “a container of information” that includes governmental documents, mili¬ 
tary records, church records, gravestones, family documents, maps, photographs, anything that 
contains information to answer family questions. She listed Original Source (not derived from a 
prior record), Derivative Source, (copied from an existing source), and Authored work (an author’s 
own conclusions). 


To answer the question, “Why Bother,” she referenced meeting acceptable genealogical stand¬ 
ards, establishing credibility, and providing a “breadcrumb trail” (for the benefit of others to follow). 
And, of course, to avoid brick walls, so familiar to all genealogists. 


Alice shared her Source Document Cheat Sheet, a form to be used from the very outset of one’s 
research, identifying source, title, author, publisher, repository, call number, and volume and/or 
page number. 


Finally, she noted resource material, emphasizing Chicago Manual of Style, and authors: Eliza¬ 
beth Mills and Kate Turabian. 


Where but Genealogy PLUS can local genealogists experience the quality of help and crea¬ 
tivity that Alice demonstrated in her presentation. Genealogy Plus meets the 3rd Wednes¬ 
day of each month from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM in the auditorium of the Ames Public Library, 
It’s free, and it’s a cooperative effort of Story County Genealogy Society and the Ames Pub¬ 
lic Library. 

******* 


UPCOMING GENEALOGY PLUS PROGRAMS 

October 21, 2015 —Online Genealogy Databases and Software Programs—Dennis Allen, Family 
Researcher 

November 18, 2015 —American Farmers: Plowing Through History—Dr. Paul Lasely, Chair De¬ 
partments Anthropology and Sociology, ISU 

December 16, 2015 —Holidays, History and Help Sessions (Enjoy traditional holiday treats and 
share traditions) 
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Genealogy Plus Group 


SWEDISH GENEALOGY WORKSHOP 


Genealogy Plus is being sponsored by the Sto¬ 
ry County Genealogy Society and the Ames 
Public Library. 

Each class, 3rd Wednesday of each month, is 
free and open to the public. 

Classes are 10:00 AM to noon. 

Bring your computer, if you like, to each ses¬ 
sion. 


In May Gwenna Jacobson attended a Swedish 
Genealogy Workshop, Hands-on ArkivDigital 
Worshop, put on by the Swedish Foundation 
of Iowa’s ‘Swede Bend’ Settlement Inc. in Strat¬ 
ford, Iowa. Kathy Meade was the speaker. At 
the September SCGS meeting, Gwenna gave a 
short presentation on the information learned 
there. 


We will have time at each class for you to ex- ArkivDigi t a | is an on .| ine subscription website of 
plore the skills learned m the session with Swedjsh Historica| Records „ jnc|udes the Swe _ 

helpers to assist you too. ,. . . _. , ... ..... 

K dish Church Records with birth, death, marriage, 

moving in, moving out, and household examina¬ 
tion records. It also includes other Swedish Historical Records such as Inventory Estate Records. 
The website URL is www.arkivdiaital.net . 


Kathy Meade has two webinars on Swedish Genealogy available through the Legacy Family Tree 
Website at familytreewebinars/archived_webinars.php. Kathy Meade is also presenting a work¬ 
shop, Using Swedish church Records - A Case Study Swedish Records Online with ArkivDig¬ 
ital, on November 14 at the Iowa Genealogical Society Library in Des Moines. 



Gwenna was able to find ancestors for the person she was researching going back to the 1700’s. 
The person, Maria Christina Johansdotter, was born in 1854 and the names of all her ancestors 
going back to her great great grandparents were found. If you know the Swedish name of the per¬ 
son and their birth date as well as the name of the parish where they were born you can start find¬ 
ing the records for the person. The records are grouped by parish but also can be searched by 
type of record. After the parish is selected a list of books organized by record type and date of 
record is listed. The records are not yet searchable by an on-line indexed database, so you man¬ 
ually search through the books based on dates of events for the birth, marriage and death rec¬ 
ords. These 3 records have place names asso¬ 
ciated with them. The household examination 
records are found by date and place name with¬ 
in the parish. The place names are usually 
listed in an index in the front of the household 
examination book. Usually the dates of birth, 
marriage, and death are recorded in the house¬ 
hold examination book, also the dates of moving 
in and out of the parish are recorded in the 
household examination book. Another differ¬ 
ence from some other subscription websites is 
that, when you save or print a record, only what 
is visible in the browser tab is saved or printed. 

You have to enlarge what you want to save/ 
print enough to read it on the screen before sav¬ 
ing or printing, and you can also crop it by Kathy Meade in red jacket 

changing the size of the browser window. 
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HeritageQuest Online Update 

by Mary Lohr 

HeritageQuest Online, an online database accessible through the Ames Public Library (and other subscribing institu¬ 
tions), has undergone some major upgrades. The interface has completely changed and much new information has 
been added. (To access the database, go to www.amespubliclibrarv.org , select Research from the left column, then 
Genealogy from the list of Databases, finally chose the Click Here to Access HeritageQuest Online.) 

Proquest, the parent company of HeritageQuest Online, has partnered with Ancestry.com which now provides most 
of the content. However three databases remain unchanged: the U.S. Serial Set, PERSI, and the Freedman's Bank rec¬ 
ords. 

The most noticeable change is all the U.S. Federal census records from 1790-1940 are available and fully indexed. The 
census images you see now on HeritageQuest are the same images available on Ancestry.com. So this interface may 
look familiar. 

See a census image you want to add to your records? Now you have the choice to save it to a flash drive or email the 
image to yourself. This feature is especially helpful if you are using a computer at the Library. 

Research aids have been added to help with genealogy work. Most are one to five pages in length and may be printed 
or downloaded to a flashdrive in pdf format. These are short lessons or explanations on a host of genealogy topics: 
census records, death records, immigration, military, timelines, and ethnic (African American, Canadian, German, 
Swedish, and Native American) and others. Each guide provides a mini-lesson on a specific content, which has been 
supplied by Ancestry.com. 

One of the most useful features of the website is the Maps sections. Here you will find a graphical depiction of state 
and county boundary changes from 1790 through 1920. For example, the state of Virginia at one time contained what 
are now three separate states. The Maps section gives a geographical image of how the United States was developed 
through the years. This section also notes which census records exist for each state at the federal level. 

HeritageQuest now boasts much more content than previously. And more seems to be added periodically. Some of 
the new additions are city directories, an extensive digitized book collection, the Social Security Death Index, and im¬ 
migration records. But there's even more at HeritateQuest to explore! 

The best way to discover what is available is to logon to the database through the Ames Public Library website. 

Still feeling a bit overwhelmed? Help is on the way. A future session of Genealogy Plus wil feature a full demonstration 
of HeritageQuest Online. In the meantime, you can obtain assistance at any SCGS monthly meeting or from one of the 
Reference Librarians at the Ames Public Library. 
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Iowa Genealogical Society (IGS) Announcements 


50TH ANNIVERSARY OF IGS 


ORPHAN TRAIN (IGS newsletter) 


The theme of the 50th Anniversary of IGS is 
“Sharing Family History for 50 years.” We will 
have events throughout the year including sever¬ 
al contests regarding sharing your family stories. 
See contest rules at: 
http://iowaqenealoqy.orq/?p=more-7271 

Categories 

November—’’Soldier Stories” Deadline October 
15 


We have rescheduled the Orphan Train 
Presentation for Sunday, Nov. 1,2015, 1:30 
PM, the IGS Library—free and open to the pub¬ 
lic. Colleen Bradford Krantz is an independent 
journalist, author, and documentary filmmaker. 
Most recently, she directed, co-produced, and 
co-wrote the award-winning documentary, West 
by Orphan Train, which was released late in 


December—’’Christmas Stories” Deadline No¬ 
vember 15 


2014 and first broadcast on Iowa Public Televi¬ 
sion. 


SCGS WEBSITE UPDATE 

Find the website at: www.storyqenes.com 

Members are asked to be prepared at the next SCGS meeting to offer feedback 

about the newly designed website. 

President Nancy Long will relate suggestions she and Mary Lohr derived from 
a recent workshop at IGS concerning county societies’ management. 

Caretaker of a Plot of Land 

by Luanne Endreland 

After the cemetery walk last year I became interested in who might have owned my property. Maybe it was 
somebody we had talked about and used to be somebody way back when. I got out my abstract and started to 
look at the names and dates. The first date was 1854, The United States of America to James Brooks. The 
next entry was around 1903. There were almost 50 years missing. I went to the recorders office in Nevada 
and the people there were very helpful in helping me to find the information I was looking for. I hadn’t ex¬ 
pected it but Alexander and Cynthia Duff had owned my property; it was a part of the many acres of land 
they owned in Ames. It was passed between many family members over 39 years. It was eventually bought 
and divided into lots and became known as the Harrimans addition of Ames. Sometime, you really don’t 
know exactly by the abstract; the house was built and several people bought and sold the lot until I bought it 
in 1980. In another 4 years I will have owned the property longer then anyone else. I used census records to 
track the other previous owners, who they were, where they had come from and what their occupations were. 
It was quite a fun research project. But now the abstract is back in the safe and I can go on to other projects 
and searching for dead people. (And I mean that in a very respectful way.) 
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STORY COUNTY GENEALOGY SOCIETY 

Send Membership dues to PO Box 692, Ames, IA 50010 
Or pay the Treasurer at a SCGS meeting 
Make checks payable to Story County Genealogical Society 

Membership_$10 per person OR_$15 per family each 

year 

Dues paid after April 1 will be for balance of the Calendar year 
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President’s Message 

I just want to start with a couple 
of things I forgot at our last 
meeting. First - thank you to 
Patricia S., Gwenna J. and Marti 
R. for volunteering to take care 
of our commitment on October 
3 at Iowa Genealogy Society. 

Just a reminder that we have 
committed to help at IGS the first Saturday of even 
months. I understand there wasn’t much to do but 
hopefully they were able to get a little research done 
for their own use. Second - the November meeting 
is more of a social event. We will elect officers but 
most of the time will be spent getting to know one 
another better. Feel free to bring treats to share. 

October has been full of learning opportunities and 
there sure is a wealth of people and sources in this 
part of the state to help us in our research. There 
seem to be just as many programs coming up in No¬ 
vember. If there is something or someone you would 
like to hear or learn more about, just put a note in the 
suggestion box. 
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MINUTES from last meeting, Oct 12. 2015 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm in 
the Danfoss Room at the Ames Public Library 
by President Nancy Long. There were 21 mem¬ 
bers and 3 guests present including our speak¬ 
er, Dennis Allen. Everyone was asked to intro¬ 
duce themselves and members were asked to 
indicate if they had been inspired to research 
their home's history after last month's talk on 
that subject. 

Reports - A correction in the September 
minutes was requested concerning the nominat¬ 
ing committee. The committee to nominate of¬ 
ficers for the upcoming year consists of Merlene 
Whisenand and Mary Ausborn. 

The treasurer's report was given and filed for 
audit. 

Mary Lohr spoke of the new SCGS website at 
storygenes.com. There are sections for stories 
and for lists of surnames members are re¬ 
searching. If anyone would like to contribute, 
they may give their information to Mary Lohr at 
the meetings or send by email. The new web¬ 
site will also allow surveys to be conducted. 
Currently there is a one question survey availa¬ 
ble that people may complete. 

Old Business - The nominating committee 
called for volunteers for the Secretary and His¬ 
torian positions for the upcoming year. 

Donation envelopes were circulated for the two 
SCGS members who have recently passed 
away. 

New Business - A suggestion was made to 
start the SCGS Monday meetings at 6:30 in¬ 
stead of 7:00 pm. A motion for this time change 
was made and seconded. Beginning in Novem¬ 
ber the Monday meeting will begin at 6:30 pm. 

Cont’d on pg 3, Minutes 


John Phillip Colletta 
at the IGS Fall Conference 

FINDING GOLD IN REC- 
ORDS-CELEBRATING 50 
YEARS OF DISCOVERING 
FAMILY SECRETS was the 

theme of the Iowa Genealog¬ 
ical Society (IGS) Fall Con¬ 
ference on October 9 and 10, 
honoring its golden anniversary. The year-long 
celebration included many special events 
throughout the year, a family history story con¬ 
test, raffle of an original design quilt with Iowa 
photos and names of all 99 counties stitched 
into it, a decorated cake marking events in the 
history of IGS, and a readers' theater produc¬ 
tion, presented by performers from Simpson 
College, based on the stories that were submit¬ 
ted by IGS members. Names of the Charter 
Members were noted, and the only one present, 
Hazel DiMirijean, was recognized and present¬ 
ed with a corsage. 

The 125 attendees heard John Phillip Colletta, 
a knowledgeable, entertaining and well-known 
speaker who teaches and lectures nationwide. 
He has done genealogy since he was 13, 
taught at the National Archives, worked at the 
Library of Congress, is a faculty member at var¬ 
ious Genealogy Institutes, and has received 
many professional honors. He has published 
numerous articles (both scholarly and popular), 
two manuals, and one "murder-mystery family 
history". He showed how to reconstruct a fami¬ 
ly's past from scraps of information found in old 
written records, maps, newspapers, photo¬ 
graphs, tombstones, and heirlooms. He used 
case studies and real life examples to show 
how to explore the world of ancestors and write 
an account of their lives. In the syllabus, he 
provided a very extensive bibliography of re¬ 
sources including indexes, websites, publica¬ 
tions, books, and libraries that provide guides 
for just about every ancestry imaginable. 

Cont’d on pg 3, Colletta 
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Colletta, Cont’d from pg 2 

Additional information was provided by repre¬ 
sentatives from the Iowa Department of Cultural 
Affairs and Iowa State Archives and Historical 
Society (SHSI). Suggested websites are: http:// 
iowahistory. org/newspapers, iowaculture- 
app.com, http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov. The 
Iowa Digital Newspaper Project is part of a na¬ 
tional effort by the National Endowment for the 
Humanities and the Library of Congress to pre¬ 
serve and provide access to America's historic 
newspapers. Additional SHSI holdings can be 
found at ancestry.com and FamilySearch.org. 

Another session, Iowa: Fields of Genealogical 
Opportunities, highlighted online resources, in¬ 
cluding statewide and local or specialty groups 
for researching genealogical treasures in the state, 
(blog: https://marietagrissom. word press, com; 
select "Iowa Research") All speakers empha¬ 
sized that more resources are being put online 
every day, enabling much research to be done 
from home with the click of a mouse. 

Wlarilyn 'Peterson 


Minutes, Cont’d from Pg 2 

A suggestion box was passed asking for ideas for 
speakers, topics, positive comments about the 
SCGS and/or ideas for improvements 

Announcements - Upcoming genealogical events of in¬ 
terest were mentioned, including the State Historical Li¬ 
brary and Archives Open House on Oct. 24th and various 
classes at the IGS. 

Luanne Enderland was asked to create an email list of 
members for mass emailings. 

The November SCGS meeting will include election of 
officers and a social time. Everyone is invited to bring a 
favorite holiday treat. 

Dennis Allen was introduced and presented a talk entitled, 
“Getting the Most From Your Cemetery Visit” 

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 


Getting the Most out of Your Cemetery Trip 
(Not the final one) 

Dennis Allen was featured guest speaker at the Sto¬ 
ry County Genealogical Society meeting on October 
12, 2015. His topic was cemetery research— 
Getting the Most out of Your Cemetery Trip. The 
first question Dennis offered, Where is the cemetery 

I need?; He answered with 
some options—Google, 
www.findagrave.com , the 
county recorder’s office, 
and local funeral homes. 
Historically, Dennis said, 
“Most counties were tied 
to cemeteries through 
cemetery deeds.” They 
might still be, depending 
upon who owns the cemetery, considering inher¬ 
itance factors. Walking a cemetery might be com¬ 
plicated by the absence of a cemetery record. 

A cemetery record or office is critical in 
learning who owned a certain lot and if that owner 
owns other lots; if so, who is buried in those lots. If 
a name is on a stone and no one is buried there, the 
site cannot be used by anyone else. Dennis advised 
that we find out if other people with those surnames 
are buried there; check the cemetery record. 


The person who bought the lot might have 
given permission for someone else to be buried 
there. Those names, together with the name on the 
stone, might all be different. Finally, Dennis dis¬ 
cussed Transfer permits, burial permits, military 
records, correspondence, purchase agreements, buri¬ 
al agreements, marriage records, death certificates, 
indenture papers, lawsuits, photos, and toe tags. 

Any of these can be found in cemetery or funeral 
home records. 


Bad Weather Policy 

If Ames schools are cancelled because of weather on the day 
of the monthly SCGS meeting, the meeting will be cancelled 
and the announcement posted on SCGS Face book page and 
website. 
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Genealogy Plus Group 

...taking you to the next level in your family re¬ 
search! 

Meeting 3rd Wednesday each month at the 
Ames Public Library 

Schedule for November 2015—Jan 2016 

November 18, 2015: American Farmers: Plowing 
Through History—Dr. Paul Lasley, Chair Dept An¬ 
thropology and Sociology, ISU 

December 16, 2015: Holidays, History and Help 
Session! Enjoy traditional holiday treats and 
share traditions. 

January 20, 2016: Confederates from Iowa: A 
Few Stories Plus My Research Methods—David 
Cannon, Researcher and Writer (Humanities Io¬ 
wa). 

Genealogy Plus is being sponsored by the Story 
County Genealogy Society and the Ames Public 
Library. Each class, 3rd Wednesday of each 
month, is free and open to the public. Classes 
are 10: 00 AM to noon. 

Bring your computer if you like to each session. 
We will have time at each class for you to explore 
the skills learned in the session with helpers to 
assist you too. 

Coordinators: 

Mary Lohr 
Bonnie Samuel 

Contact us at storygenes@gmail. com 


State Association for the Preservation of Iowa 
Cemeteries (SAPIC) —’’Dedicated to the Protection, 
Preservation, and Maintenance of Pioneer Burial Sites 
in the Great State of Iowa Membership is open to any¬ 
one interested in the restoration and maintenance of 
pioneer cemeteries in Iowa. Membership entitles each 
member to a subscription to the quarterly newsletter 
and rights to hold office and to vote at meetings,.” 


GENEALOGY PLUS 
October 21, 2015 

Dennis Allen presented information on using soft¬ 
ware programs and internet sites for genealogy. An 
internet copy of a family tree should complement 
your personal computer software. Do not have 
your family tree in just one place! 

Dennis introduced numerous sites on the internet 
where a family tree can be entered or stored, each 
with advantages and disadvantages. He stressed 
the importance of verifying and documenting all in¬ 
formation. Many people with trees on the internet 
do not document their material and may have just 
copied from another source that is undocumented. 

1) Tribal Pages.com--a good site for long-term 
photo storage. Basic site is free; however, it has 
several pay levels depending on number of pictures 
installed above the basic level. It has space for sto¬ 
ries and can be private or shared. 2) Wiki- 
Tree. com--lt takes about a day to get registered on 
this site. On registering, it creates a profile for you. 
You can set and edit private information. 3) 
Google.com--Click on grid in upper right corner 
and scroll to "sites". Upload documents to the site 
after scanning. 4) FamilySearch.org--Largest ge¬ 
nealogy site with great amount of official records 
scanned. The program assigns each person a 
number when entered in a tree. 5) Roots Web~ 
Cannot build tree, but can store tree on it. Transfer 
information by GEDCOM file. Great to view and 
find information or back up tree. 6) Roots Magic 
and Myrootsmagic.com--Through Roots Magic 
software, can create an online site. It can be totally 
private by creating a password. An additional line 
of protection can be created by using some capital 
letters and other small letters in the name. The 
website can be shared with family members if you 
choose. 

Information is on the SCGS website 
(storygenes.com) about programs and web¬ 
sites. Some software programs are: Legacy, 
Ancestral Quest, Gramps, My Heritage, Find 
My Past, Geni, Reunion. eJfv>^ePetewn> 


Telephone: 319-293-3899; E-Mail pat- 
shaw@netins.net; web site http:// 
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~iasapc/ 
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New Genealogy Books in the Library 


50TH ANNIVERSRY OF IGS 


These two titles have recently been added to the 
Ames Public Library collection. They may be 
checked out: 

Unofficial Guide to FamilvSearch.org: How to 

Find Your Family History on the World's Largest 

Free Genealogy Website by Dana McCullough 
(Family Tree Books: Cincinnati, Ohio, 2015) 

This would appear to be the book many genealogy 
researchers have been awaiting. The author takes the 
reader through the FamilySearch.org website step-by 
-step. Written in a clear language and with plenty of 
examples, this book is a wonderful resource. 

The author explains not only the FamilySearch.org 
website, but also supplies information on the census, 
immigration, and international research. This books 
rates five stars! 

(Call no. 929.1 MCC 2015) 

A Weekend of Genealogy: Things to Know and 

Do Online and Offline by Margaret M. McMahon, 
Ph. D (c2014) 

Can you really discover your ancestors in a week¬ 
end? Well, you can accomplish a lot if you have a 
plan and this short book concentrates on Friday night 
preparation, Saturday searching the census, and on 
Sunday, Google and Internet searches. The author 
gives additional suggestions (perhaps for another 
weekend) beyond just the concentrated weekend out¬ 
lined in this book. She concludes with some wise 
Internet security and safety advice. Probably most 
useful for the beginning to intermediate researcher. 
(Call no. 929.1 MCC 2014) 

Mary Lohr 


OFFICERS 


President 
Vice President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Historian 
Publicity 
Librarian 
Newsletter Editor 


Nancy Long 
Vacant 

Mary Ausborn 
Elaine Larson 
Martha Deyoe 
Luanne Endreland 
Mary Lohr 
Buckley Peterson 


The theme of the 50th Anniversary of IGS is 
“Sharing Family History for 50 Years.” We have had 
events throughout the year, including several contests 
regarding sharing your family stories. The final con¬ 
test is—December—’’Christmas Stories” Deadline 
November 15. 

See contest rules at: http://iowagenealog.org/? 
p=7271#more-7271 . 


The War of 1812 Pensions contain a small 
gold mine of genealogical information. Because 
the applicants had to prove eligibility, pension 
files are chock full of goodies: pages from family 
Bibles; original marriage records; original citizen¬ 
ship papers; discharge certificates and so much 
more. They are among the most frequently used 
records held by the National archives—and that 
makes them among the most fragile, the most in 
need of preservation and digitization to make 
them more accessible for us all. Check out: 
http://www.preservethepensions.org/ to see what 
is being done to preserve these valuable docu¬ 
ments. 


Benefit for Members Only 

SCGS is now offering a new benefit to members only. If 
you wish to include up to six surnames that you are re¬ 
searching, you may submit them via email to 

The names will be posted on our 
website, but the name of the SCGS member will only be 
by first name and last initial. Persons who visit the web¬ 
site and wish to contact the researcher can email their 
contact information to P.O. 692, Ames, Iowa 50010. 

The member will then be given the information and can 
respond if they choose. No personal email, address, or 
full name will be revealed on the website. If the surname 
you are researching is common, you can add qualifying 
information such as a location or range of years. Take a 
look at the webpage for full details and take advantage of 
the service open only to current members of Story County 
Genealogical Society. You may be contacted by a new 
cousin. 

http//www storygenes.com/Home/surname-being- 
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